Anyone can be a Herald sponsor-details inside!

April 2018

A Message from the Moderator
EASTER SUNDAY
FAMILY WORSHIP
April 1
9:15 a.m. Breakfast outdoors
with Flowering of Cross
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
with Communion
(details inside)
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday, April 17
6:00 p.m.—Eli’s in Branford

RUMMAGE SALE
April 19 and 21
in the Gym
(details inside)

The winter is past;
the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear
on the earth,
the time of singing
has come.

Song of Solomon 2:11-12

Happy Easter! Happy April Fool’s Day! Wait……What??
As you know, Easter falls on April Fool’s Day this year. We all know
that Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. And we all
know that the resurrection of Jesus is not a joke, but the reason why
we are Christians and the reason why we all worship together each
week. We celebrate the good news of Jesus’ life and resurrection with
each other in worship services and in our interactions with each other
in the church.
The Leadership Council has been working hard on different aspects of
the church’s life. One wonderful thing is that Rev. Colton has agreed
to stay as our interim minister. We met and voted on this on March
18 and it was unanimously approved. Please join us in welcoming
Rev. Colton in his interim ministry with us.

The Boards have been busy; there are plans in the works by the Board
of Finance, Buildings and Grounds to fix the fence in front of the
church and do repairs to the parking lot. The curbing will be replaced
by the company that does our plowing. There are plans to develop a
garden for the Playschool children (renamed “The OSC Early
Learning Center) to grow vegetables (which they can take care of,
harvest, and take home). The Deacons did a wonderful job planning
Easter and will continue to be involved in the weekly services. Thank
you to the Flower Committee for the flowers in the sanctuary on
Easter and for their hard work in getting flowers each week. Global
Outreach has been collecting items for the Food Pantry this week
(April is macaroni and cheese month). They are working on
developing “blessing bags” which are backpacks that can be handed
out to the homeless. The Women’s Fellowship will be sponsoring a
Rummage sale in April; please bring in your donations and leave them
on the stage. We are looking at new signage for the Thrift Shop with
hours of operation, etc. There is a new Facebook page for the Thrift
Shop (thank you Sarah Mallory!); please check it out.
Old Stone continues to be involved with East Haven United. EHU
was involved with the distribution of Easter baskets to the Food
Pantry for needy families. The Community Kitchen, which is part of
EHU, serves meals on the first and third Saturday of each month; they
average about 100 people each meal. Perhaps we could look at doing
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(continued from page 1)
one day a month at Old Stone? EHU is also developing a community garden which would be housed
on the Old Stone Church grounds (this was approved by the Board of Finance, Buildings and Grounds;
once a proposal has been developed, it will be brought to the Council for approval).
As you can see, we continue to work on improving Old Stone and developing relationships with the
community. If you have any ideas, please let me know! “Sunday with the Moderator” will be on the
third Sunday of each month; if you have an idea about a better name for this, let me know (Snacks with
Sue?).
In closing, I offer this prayer:
A Prayer After Easter by Erin M. Cline
O God of the Last Supper, God of the Cross, and God of the Empty Tomb, we come before you now and we pause.
We inhale the scent of snow white Easter lilies. We see the rain as it falls in veils and sheets of April showers. And
we listen.
Holy Week has passed. But how we long to live by the marvelous story we have heard.
Let us remain ever beside you at the Table of the Last Supper. Show us who is hungry. And give us the courage to
offer them bread from your table. Show us who is thirsty. And give us the strength to lift up the cup of your love.
Most of all, show us how to linger at the table, serving others— Doing ALL that we do in remembrance of You,
and the way You were when You walked this earth.
We lift these simple, limited words up to you, O God. Amen.
Sue Clark

Easter Sunday April 1 We will begin our Easter celebration
on the front lawn (weather permitting) at 9:15 a.m., serving
light breakfast fare. We will also have the Flowering of the
Cross. You are encouraged to bring beautiful vibrant flowers
and greens to adorn the Cross. We will also have flowers
available, if needed. This will be followed by a Family
Worship Service with Communion in the Sanctuary at
10:00 a.m. The children will remain for the entire service.

After Easter worship, there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the
children on the lawn (weather permitting) or in the parlor, if
needed. We’ll have beautiful colored eggs, candy and special
prizes.
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Thursday, April 19, 6pm to 8pm
Saturday, April 21, 9am to 12 Noon
(Note—Two days only!)
Gently used outerwear/clothing/shoes/bags for the whole family, bedding,
curtains/drapes, linens, sewing material, misc. household items, books, toys,
decorative knick-knacks, and more! If you would like to donate some items,
please leave them on the stage, clearly marked. There will be no hours on
Friday, April 20. Help is needed for set up, sales, and clean up. Please see
Patti Andrews or Heidi Manley so we can coordinate a schedule.

EHU Community Kitchen is serving lunch on Saturday, April
7th and Saturday, April 21st from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. at Christ &
The Epiphany Church on the Green. Anyone is welcome to
enjoy a free meal alongside their neighbors.
For more info, please call 203-397-6409.

If you or a family member of Old Stone Church cannot get to
church on Sunday but would like a pastoral visit and/or communion,
please let Kathy Mallory know. She will be working with past and
present Deacons to begin a lay ministry team. You can reach Kathy at
203-859-2617, email her at kamallory@comcast.net or Facebook her at
Kathy Sessa Mallory.
Member Notes:
Bruce Walker’s daughter-in-law, Hope Davis, is starring in a new TV
show, “For the People”, which can be seen on Tuesdays, at 10:00 p.m.
on ABC. Her character is Jill Carlan. Bruce’s son, Jon, Hope’s husband, is currently in a road show for “Hamilton”. His role is King
George 111.
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General office supplies and monetary donations are always welcome.
Thank you to Louise Ward for the 3 reams of copy paper and to Helen Wendt for supplying
the postage for the member update mailing. Thank you to all who contribute to the church
office, whether it be volunteering time or supplies. It is really appreciated!
Sponsor a Herald! - Individuals, families or even groups of individuals may “sponsor” a
monthly Herald in memory of or in honor of a loved one or special event. “Sponsor” simply
means that a donation is made to cover the cost of mailing. Even though we are now sending
the Herald online, there are homebound members or members without internet service that
receive the Herald through the mail. So there is still a postage and paper cost. A suggested
donation is $30.00. Thank you!
Old Stone Church

VOLUNTEERS ARE VERY MUCH NEEDED! Men, women, and/or youth (who may be in need of community service hours) are all welcome.
It’s only a commitment of 2 hours once a month and you receive 1/2 price on the day you work. Please see
Roberta Bruno or Carole Landers. The Shop is open every Sunday after worship for the convenience of our
congregation, unless otherwise posted. It will not be open on Saturday, March 31st, or after worship on Easter
Sunday. . The Shop’s regular hours are Saturdays from 10am to 3pm. The Shop offers clothing for the whole
family, even brand name clothing, and home décor, books, jewelry, shoes and more! Stop in for great bargains!

From Your Flower Committee…..
Thank you to all for giving memorial flowers for Easter and for
your continued support and generosity throughout the year. It’s very much
appreciated!
Helen Wendt, Chair
Carol Apuzzo, Marion Burkard, Heidi Manley, Andrea Kosowsky, Kathy LaPia
Congratulations! Kristen Gelo Sartor and her husband, Rob, just
welcomed their fourth child, Wesley Robert Sartor on February 14,
2018. He weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz. His sisters, Madelyn, Reese, and Abigail
and grandparents, Don and Barbara Gelo, welcome him home.
God’s Blessings!
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OSC Early Learning Center

Once again our creative staff has planned another month of fun activities and learning experiences. It seems like
a perfect time to discuss nature and all its beauty, especially when “Earth Day” is April 22nd. The children are
growing plants, producing flower artwork, and enjoying the playground as well. Ned Taylor is gifting the
school with a vegetable garden so the students can grow their own “crops”. Thank you! The Easter Party is
planned for March 28th, and our school breaks for vacation from April 16-20 this year.
Each year the National Association of the Education of Young Children sponsors “The Week of the Young
Child” which is celebrated during the month of April. The children will be receiving their own book from the
town’s Readiness Council which also hosts their annual “Children’s Festival” on April 28th at Overbrook
School. Children from birth to 9 years old can enjoy craft tables, participate in games, enjoy pizza and snow
cones, listen to stories and much, much more. The event is from 10 – 1 P.M. and all are invited ---free! Old
Stone Church E.L.C. has many of its own literacy projects planned to complement this theme.
On May 18th the E.L.C. will sponsor a BINGO NIGHT fundraiser at the Senior Center at 6:30 P.M. We are
very excited and hope to raise funds for our summer and fall programs. We need your help! Teachers will be
manning the kitchen and we would like donations of baked goods, styrofoam cups, paper products, etc. Jennifer
Calonico is hoping to get gift baskets or gift cards to raffle that evening. Please see Judy Butler for additional
details and tickets. We hope to see you there to help support your school. Who knows…. you may be a
winner!!!
The Summer Enrichment Program is accepting applications for children 3-7 yrs. old. The Fall Program has
open registration as well for 3-5 yrs. As always, we thank you for passing on the word and endorsement. We
are very proud of our program.
Thank you
Karen Goodale, Director and Jennifer Calonico, Assistant Director

And please don’t forget out wish list!
The Playschool is in need of a few items that will help str etch their budget:
Disinfectant wipes, Kleenex and gift cards to Stop n’ Shop for milk and snacks.
Thank you for your continued support!
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Monthly Spotlight on your ELC Teachers
.

Joan Rizzo

Tell us about yourself: “I was born and raised in the Morris Cove section of New
Haven. I have been married to my wonderful husband, Lucien, for 41 years. I am
the proud mother of two daughters; Lynda, regional manager for human resources in
the Norwich office for the State of Connecticut, and Diana, a social studies high
school teacher at The Morgan School in Clinton. I received my B.S. degree in 1973
in education and my Masters degree in reading from S.C.S.U. in 1978. I worked for
five years in the New Haven Public Schools before taking seven years off to raise my
children.”
What brought you to OSC Playschool? “My children attended O.S.C.E.L.C. in the
1980’s and I found the school to have a caring, nurturing environment. I was hired
in 1986 on a part-time basis and found a love for the school and its principles, and
never left. Over the years, I became more and more involved in the school and
became a full-time teacher.”
Years of service: 32 year s
Do you have some favorite memories? “In the early 90’s my co-teacher at the time,
Barbara Walsh, and I saw a great need in the community for a pre-k class for children
who were turning five in the fall and needed another year of pre-school before attending
kindergarten. With the church’s support, we established a pre-k class exclusively for
that age group. We had great success and in 1996 when Barbara moved, Joan
Dougherty became my new co-teacher. We are very proud of the class we established
and have met parents along the way who have told us what a difference that class made
in the academic lives of their children. We even had an American Idol, Nicholas
Fradiani, graduate from our class. Making a difference in the lives of children is my
goal, and I am achieving that dream everyday as a teacher at Old Stone Church Early
Learning Center.”
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Leadership Council Minutes - March 11, 2018
Heidi Manley presented Sue Clark with the gavel. Heidi was thanked for her service as Moderator.
In attendance: Louise Ward, Kevin Ward, Stephanie Kilburn, Carole Landers, Ned Taylor, Helen Wendt, Kristen
Vineyard, Sue Clark, Earl Korngiebel, Bruce Walker, Linda Hargraves, and Rev. David Colton.
Moderator Sue Clark called the meeting to order at 11:50. Rev. Colton opened with a prayer.
The minutes from January were approved on a motion by Louise Ward and seconded by Linda Hargraves. All
were in favor.
Finance, Building and Grounds:
The office remodel is just about finished. The light on the Memorial book case in the Sanctuary has been
fixed and should be turned on each Sunday. The door to the gym has a new lock, it will be secured every day
when the Early Learning Center is open. The tunnel doors will also be getting a lock to be secured during school
hours. We received compensation from the NHEC for the CAT survey. We also received a refund of some of the
insurance payment that was made for Rev. Care. An estimate was received for repairing the fence. The building
usage form was updated. The cracked windows in the office will be replaced. A space will be provided to the ELC
for a garden on the large parking lot side of the building.
Deacons:
Kathy Mallory is in charge of scheduling/doing the Children’s message. Patti Andrews is getting Lay
Readers. Lance Kilburn is Co-Chair. We will be doing the flowering of the cross and brunch on the lawn for
Easter. New Walkie-Talkies will be purchased for use on Sunday. Bell ringers and acolytes will be organized by
Elijah Trufan and Grace Trufan. Letters regarding membership status are being done by Sue Clark and Helen
Wendt. On a side note: Bruce’s daughter in law is starring in a new show “For the People” and his son is traveling with the production of “Hamilton”.
Global Outreach:
The committee is trying virtual meetings to better fit everyone’s schedules. We will be collecting “the
item of the month” for the food pantry. They are also working on blessing bags that will hold various items and
will be available for the congregation to hand out to those in need they encounter on the streets.
Faith Formation:
Sunday School is going well; they are working on the parables. They will do a procession on Palm Sunday.
Children’s Sunday will be June 10th. Louise and Grace have been doing the bulletin board.
Other Business:
There was discussion on the interim process and how long Rev. Colton was willing to stay with us. Sue
will reach out to Mary Nelson again.
There was discussion on the organist position. The Music committee and the HR Committee will meet
with Mary Beth.
Stephanie noted that she needed information on employees so that she can do the background checks.
Linda will get her the information she needs for all paid staff, Louise will get her the information for all the
Sunday School volunteers.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Louise Ward to adjourn at 12:45. It was seconded
by Ned Taylor. All were in favor.
.

Respectfully submitted,
Kristen Vineyard, Clerk
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Women’s Fellowship
The dinner outing scheduled for March was postponed.
Please check your bulletin for updates.
See Heidi Manley or Patti Andrews for info.
All ladies are welcome to join the group!

Men’s Fellowship
meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 6pm at
Eli’s on the Hill in Branford.
For April, we will be meeting on the 17th.
Please call Bruce at 203-466-3094 with any questions or for info.
All men are welcome to join us for an evening of good conversation,
good food and GOOD FELLOWSHIP!

Lectionary Readings
April 1………Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43 or Isa 25:6-9 * Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 *
1 Cor 15:1-11 * Jn 20:1-18 or Mk 16:1-8
April 8…….... Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35 * Ps 133 * 1 Jn 1:1-2:2 * Jn 20:19-31
April 15…….Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:12-19 * Ps 4 * 1 Jn 3:1-7 * Luke 24:36b-48
April 22……..Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts:4:5-12 * Ps 23 * 1 Jn 3:16-24 * Jn 10:11-18
April 29……..Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40 * Ps 22:25-31 * 1 Jn 4:7-21 * Jn 15:1-8

April Birthdays
Please let the church office know
if there are any omissions or
corrections. Thank You!
1
1
4
6
7
8
10
10
14
16
19
20
20
20
20
20
21
22
23
24
30

Garguilo, Pat
Sayers, Karen
Evarts, Loren
Moon, Cameron (9)
Gersz, Peter
Jaqua, Marilyn
Gersz, Mattie (6)
Howard, Jordan
DelGuidice, Jake
Zyrlis, John, Jr.
Coon, Dawn
Gersz, Brody (3)
McLay, Petra (16)
Taylor, Alec
Walker, Bruce
Zoccana, Jessica
Steeves, John
Mallory, Kathy
Henry, Amanda
McConnell, James
Shute, Dianne

Early May Birthdays
1 Graver, Henry
6 Shute, Abigail (15)

Wedding Anniversaries
SPRING
Spring appears in whispers
and hushed tones,
as the bellowing winter
bows away.
Drowsy flowers come to attention,
waking from their sleep-yawning;
with heads turned upward
toward the Maestro call Sun—
I watch with anticipation
as…
The concert begins.
Susan Filson

Happy 39th! April 7
Robert and Kathy Mallory
Happy 48th! April 18
John and Elaine Carr
Congratulations!

In Memoriam
Rochelle Bouffard
May 17, 1936-March 5, 2018
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April 2018
Sun

Mon

1 9:15 Flowering 2

of Cross & breakfast(on the lawn) No Choir
10am WorshipJanuaryrehearsal
8, 2006
Communion
followed by
22, 2006
EasterJanuary
Egg Hunt
Easter
Sunday
February

17-18

8 10am
Worship 9 19
February
11:15 Leadership
Council-p

7pm Choir
rehearsal-s

March 1

11:15 Thrift Shop 7:30pm Boy
open March 12
Scouts leaders
mtg-sc

March 19

15 10am

3 11am 4th tri6:15pm
God,Girl
Jesus
Scouts-t/sc

6:45pm Tia Chi- 6:30 Childbirth
p
class-p
and
the Holy
Spirit
7-9pm Boy
Scouts-g/sc

trimester gp-p

Sunday

6:45pm Tia Chimorning
at 9:30
a.m.
p
6:30 Childbirth
class-p

6:15pm Girl
Ash Wednesday
Scouts-t/sc

7-9pm Boy
Scouts-g/sc

18

Church
6:45pm Tia Chi-

19 6:30 Childbirth class-p

24

C14 10am-3pm
Thrift Shop
Hours

C9:30 Childbirth
class-p

Dying
ELC spring

due break

C9am-12pm

6-9pm
Rummage Sale
-g
ELC spring
break

25

Confirmation

26

21 10am-3pm

CThrift Shop
Hours

7-9pm Boy

Confirmation Dinner 6:00 p.m.
23

20

p
Thursday
or Good
Friday
Scouts-g/sc

June 3
4

Thrift Shop
Hours
9:30 Infant care
CM
class-p
9:30 Mommy &
CMe class-clsrm
12pm EHU lunch
CChrist & the
Epiphany
Church

C

Confirmation rehearsal 10:00 a.m.

June
Worship

7 10am-3pm

9:30 Mommy &
Me class-clsrm

Gifts and Talents, rubric for paper
ELC spring
break
Papers

Sat

CM

UCC

June 3
22 10am

13

Service at 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament

6pm Men’s gp at
Death and
Eli’s

ELC spring
break

6

10
11am 4th
11 Service 12
Lead
Worship

Old Stone
trimester
gp-p

11:15 Thrift Shop
April 23
open

Fri

Worship Retreat
7:00 Friday evening to Noon on Saturday

6:15pm Girl
Maundy
Scouts-t/sc

13Rehearsal-s
or 14

Thu

5

Bible
7pm
Board101
of
FBG mtg-p

7pm Choir

11:15 CE
mtg-p
April

4

mester gp-p

17 11am 4th

2

May 28

Wed

16

April
Worship

May 7

Tue

Confirmation Class Schedule 2005-2006

ELC spring
break

27

Rummage Sale
-g
CM
9:30 Breastfeeding class-p
PCM
9:30 Mommy &
Me class-clsrm
12pm EHU lunch
PCM
Christ & the
CEpiphany
Church
4-8pm Manley
party-p/smk
PCM

28 10am-3pm

PCM
Thrift Shop

Hours
9:30 Infant safety class-p
Mommy &
6:15pm
Girl
6:30-8:30
All meetings will take place from 4:00 to 5:30 in the church parlor, 9:30
un11:15 Thrift Shop
Me
class-clsrm
Scouts-t/sc
Social event –p
Group is from 6:30 to 8:00, and is conopen less otherwise specified. Youth (Linda)
Laxteam eventg/stg (Stephanie)
11:15 Deacons
mtg-p

7pm Choir
rehearsal-s

11am 4th trimester gp-p

6:45pm Tia Chiclsrm

7-9pm Boy
Scouts-g.sc

sidered to be a part of the Confirmation requirements. Let us discuss
supper options (a parent or mentor may wish to provide supper beo-minister’s
Legend
tween class and Youth Group).
office

29 10am
Worship

30

C—Confirmand

7pm Choir
11:15 Thrift Shop rehearsal-s
open

P—Parent

p-parlor
g-gym
sc-scout room
M—Mentor
t-tunnel rooms
c– Chapel
n-nursery
s-sanctuary
stg– stage

k-kitchen
smk-small
kitchen
chg-church
grounds
clsrm-ELC

The lighted candle in the
Church Steeple will shine
perpetually as a beacon of
God’s strength.
This light reflects
our prayers
for peace,
here and abroad.

The First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
Old Stone Church
251 Main Street
East Haven, CT 06512

Church Office: 203-467-2907
OSC Early Learning Center Office: 203-467-0661
Church Office Hours: M-F 9am - 12 Noon /1pm - 3:30 pm Summer Hours: 9am—12 Noon
Early Learning Center Hours: M-F 7:30 am to 5:15 pm
Early Learning Center Director’s Hours M-F 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Thrift Shop Hours: Saturdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm—ext. 107
Email: oscongregational@snet.net Website: www.oldstonechurchucceasthaven.org
CHURCH STAFF and BOARD CHAIRS
Ministers………………...All Members of this Church
Interim Minister
Moderator
Rev. David Colton
x102
Sue Clark
Office Manager
Clerk
Kathy Giannone
x101
Kristen Vineyard
Interim Organist/Choir Director
Historian
Mary Beth LaVallee
Peggy Thomas
Treasurer
ELC Director
Linda Hargraves
Karen Goodale
Financial Secretary
ELC Ass’t Director
Helen Wendt
Jennifer Calonico
Finance, Bldgs & Grounds Chair
Sexton
Ned Taylor
Lou Staiano
Christian Education Chair
x103
Senior Deacon
Louise Ward
Bruce Walker

x201
x201
x106

Our Sunday service can be seen on the local access cable Channel 18. Check cable schedule for times.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Deadline for articles, pictures, event notices, etc. is the 15th of each month.
The MAY HERALD deadline will be April 15th. JUNE HERALD deadline– May 15th.
Notices may be submitted by mail, email, or by dropping them off at the church office. Thank you!

