April 2019
From your Interim Pastor
Thank you to Ginny Liebler
for sponsoring
this month’s issue.
EHU COMMUNITY LUNCH
Saturday, April 6
At 12:00 Noon
Christ & The Epiphany Church
PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP
April 14 at 10:00 a.m.
MAUNDY THURSDAY
SERVICE
April 18 at 7:00 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY
April 19
Sanctuary open from 12 Noon to
3:00 p.m. for prayer
EASTER SUNDAY
FAMILY WORSHIP
April 21
Breakfast and Flowering
of the Cross at 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday, April 23
At 6:00 p.m.
In the gym
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
RUMMAGE SALE
Thursday, April 25, 6-8 p.m.
Saturday, April 27,
9am –12 Noon

In October, 2017, you, the members of Old Stone Church,
completed a survey entitled Vital Signs. In part it was designed to
measure the degree to which members of the congregation hold
conservative or progressive views regarding such issues as the nature
of the Scripture.
To the statement, “Our congregation is committed to abide by the
unchanging, historic faith as handed down through the centuries,”
75% of you responded “yes.”
To the statement, “Scripture is the literal word of God without
error,” 40% of you responded “yes.”
In my preaching I have openly stated that I do not believe the
Bible is God’s literal word, and that there are parts of the Bible I
cannot believe at all. However, just because I cannot believe that the
whole Bible is God’s literal word of truth, does not mean that there is
no truth in the Bible. For example, I believe without question that God
created everything. I just don’t believe God accomplished the complete
creation in six days, but rather over billions of years. I don’t believe
that Jesus walked on water, but I do believe that he was the living
embodiment of God’s word of love and grace. The problem is reflected
in the gospel song:

Give me that old-time religion. Give me that old-time
religion. Give me that old-time religion. It's good enough
for me.
Well, that old-time religion isn’t good enough for me. The
human authors of the Bible, who wrote 2000 or more years ago, had no
understanding of the scientific knowledge that we in the 21st century
take for granted. And they had no way to fact check.
Some say that there is a conflict between science and religion
which makes the Bible unbelievable. The fact is that the Bible, which is
full of human mistakes, still contains so much spiritual truth that we,
who are full of human mistakes, need to feed our souls and our minds
on all of the spiritual truth and wisdom the Bible offers us.
I am planning a series of sermons designed to help you
discover how to dig out the spiritual gold nuggets scattered through
the Bible. Come, not just to listen, but also feel free to ask your
questions. Yes, I welcome your questions! In fact, regular Sunday
worshipers have already experienced how I welcome dialogue during
the sermon. And why not? Jesus welcomed questions.
Grace and peace be with you,

David
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Palm Sunday April 14
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. with the Procession of Palms.

Maundy Thursday April 18
A Service of Tenebrae at 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday April 19
Our sanctuary will be open from 12 Noon -3:00 p.m. for prayer and meditation.

Easter Sunday April 21
We will begin with a light breakfast at 9:00 a.m. along with the Flowering
of the Cross. You are encouraged to bring beautiful, vibrant flowers and greens
to adorn the Cross. We will also have flowers available. This will be followed
by our Easter Family Worship at 10:00 a.m. Children will remain in the
sanctuary with their families.

Friendly Reminder - If you are planning on giving Easter Memorial Flowers this year, please

remember that the deadline for turning in your order is April 7th. Just see any member of the
Flower Committee—Helen Wendt, Carol Apuzzo, Marion Burkard, Andrea Kosowsky, Kathy LaPia
or Heidi Manley.

Coming Soon
Choir Festival
The Board of Deacons and the Music Committee are happy to announce that the
New Haven East Consociation Choir Festival
will be held this year at Old Stone Church—May 5th at 4:00 p.m.
A small reception will follow.
Please contact any member of the Music Committee if you would like to provide
refreshments—Linda Hargraves, Jennifer Calonico or Nancy Wobensmith.
Don’t miss this special musical event!
Mother’s Day Breakfast

May 12th at 8:30 a.m. followed by our regular service at 10:00 a.m.
All men, women, and children are invited. Tickets go on sale April 14th —$10 for
adults/ $5.00 for children. Just see Heidi Manley, Patti Andrews, or Helen Wendt
or stop in the church office during the week. Volunteers for serving and clean up
would be sincerely appreciated.
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BOARD OF GLOBAL OUTREACH
The Board contributed grocery gift cards to the East Haven Food Pantry so they can
purchase the foods that are of the greatest need. They are also the suggested items for
April, including cans of chili, raviolis and spaghetti and meatballs, baked beans, peanut
butter, tuna fish, soup, and cereal. As always, the Food Pantry is grateful for any
contributions of food.
Donations of gently used blankets for the homeless Midnight Run, and towels for the
East Haven Animal Shelter are still being accepted.
The Old Stone Church Board of Global Outreach is assembling Church World Service
Hygiene Kits as a mission project. The hygiene kit requires only 7 items to provide the
difference between illness or good health.
SUPPLIES IN A CWS HYGIENE KIT ARE:
One hand towel measuring approximately 15” x 28” to 16”x 32” (no fingertip, bath,
dish towel or micro-fiber)
One washcloth
One wide-tooth comb
One finger nail or toe nail clipper
One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper
One toothbrush in a package (no toothpaste, a tube of toothpaste is added to
each Hygiene Kit prior to its journey)
Ten standard size Band-Aids
These items will be put into gallon size zip-lock bags, boxed and delivered to a local
drop-off location. The deadline for the donations will be April 18 to meet a deadline for
delivery.
Thank you for any donations you can contribute to this mission project.
Old Stone Church has received a letter from the Dunbar United Church of Christ in
Hamden which is working with Wheels for the World ministry to provide mobility devices
to those affected by disabilities. This is an outreach of Joni and Friends Ministries whose
mission is to change lives by collecting, restoring, and providing wheelchairs. The
refurbishing is done by volunteers, and all the medical teams and wheelchair
mechanics that travel to the final destinations of the equipment are also volunteers.
In Connecticut, the Haynes Corporation in Seymour has donated a large 2 bay
warehouse where mobility equipment can be collected and stored.
Dunbar UCC is asking for churches or individual parishioners to donate used or new
wheelchairs or parts to wheelchairs, leg rests, etc., metal walkers, canes, and crutches.
DUCC is having a rummage sale on April 6 when the equipment can be dropped off.
Or, anyone can contact Lois and John Kasarauskas at 203-281-7174 to make other
arrangements. Their email is jjk7489@sbcglobal.net or lk1740@sbcglobal.net.
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...Music Notes….
Sometimes, the historical background of a hymn we sing is particularly compelling. One of the hymns
we sang this past Feb. 3 is one such hymn, as Barbara Cole reminded me that morning. "When Peace, Like a
River" (#438 in the New Century Hymnal) speaks to the peace we can find in a Christian life, despite
"sorrows" and "evil" that might surround us. The words of the refrain capture the theme: "Whatever my lot,
you have taught me to say, 'It is well, it is well with my soul.'" The background of this hymn makes this
important theme all the more meaningful.
The hymnist, Horatio Spafford, and his family had experienced their own sorrows in the mid-1800s,
including major financial losses in the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. To help his wife and four daughters take
their minds off of what had befallen them, Horatio sent them on a ship to Europe for vacation; he was to join
them there later. But in another chapter of his life's tragedy, Horatio received a telegram from his wife that
began "Saved alone." The ship had sunk in the Atlantic Ocean, and all four of their daughters had perished.
Horatio immediately boarded another ship to join his grieving wife in Europe; when that ship reached the spot
in the Atlantic where his daughters had lost their lives, the Captain paused and called Horatio out on deck.
Horatio is said to have written this famous hymn right then and there.
"When Peace, Like a River," sometimes titled "It Is Well with My Soul," has been found in the
hymnals of many Christian denominations for over 100 years. One reason for its appeal is its clear, singable
music. But another important reason is the hymn's powerful message about the peace of Christ even in the
midst of great tragedy, even in the midst of such great tragedy as what was experienced by Horatio Spafford.
Jonathan

PER CAPITA
Being a church within the United Church of Christ denotes paying our PER CAPITA dues. Per
Capita is asked of each church in our CT Conference to help defray the costs of operating our Conference
ministry. We are asked to pay $10 per member of the church. This year the total Per Capita due from Old
Stone Church will be approximately $1,810.00. In addition, we ar e asked to pay Per Capita dues to the
New Haven East Consociation. This year the Per Capita of $2 per member will total approximately $543.00. It
will help our finances if each member could pay their own $12. Just label your donation Per Capita and the
money will go directly to pay your member dues to the Conference and Consociation. If you are so inclined,
perhaps you could add a little extra to help someone who might struggle to pay their dues. Also, if you cannot
financially afford the full $12, that is fine. Contribute what you can towards this expense. Every bit helps us to
meet our budget goals for the year.

Blessings and Gratitude, Y our Finance, Buildings, and Grounds Board
General office supplies and monetary donations are always welcome.
.

All donations are appreciated! Thank you to Louise Ward for the copy paper and labels.

Sponsor a Herald! - The cost to sponsor an issue has been lowered. Even though the majority of the
congregation and friends of Old Stone receive their Herald online, there are still those homebound
individuals or those with no Internet service that receive their copy in the mail. A suggested donation is
$30.00 which helps cover the cost of paper and postage. Just call the church office if you are interested.
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OSC Early Learning Center

Once again our creative staff has planned another month of fun activities and learning experiences. It
seems like a perfect time to discuss nature and all its beauty, especially when “Earth Day” is April 22nd.
The
children are growing plants, producing flower artwork, and enjoying the playground as well.
Teachers are discussing the role we have in protecting our environment. The Easter Party is planned for
April 10th, and our school breaks for vacation from April 15-18 this year.
Each year the National Association of the Education of Young Children sponsors “The Week of the Young
Child” which is celebrated during the month of April. The town’s Readiness Council will host their annual
“Children’s Festival” on April 13th at Overbrook School. Children from birth to 9 years old can enjoy
craft tables, participate in games, enjoy pizza and snow cones, listen to stories and much, much more. The
event is from 10 A.M. – 1 P.M. and all are invited ---free!
On May 3rd the E.L.C. will sponsor a BINGO NIGHT fundraiser at the Senior Center at 6:30 P.M. We
are very excited and hope to raise funds for our summer and fall programs. We need your help! Teachers
will be manning the kitchen and we would like donations of baked goods, styrofoam cups, paper products,
etc. Jennifer Calonico is hoping to get gift baskets or gift cards to raffle that evening. Please see Judy
Butler for additional details and tickets. We hope to see you there to help support your school. Who
knows??…. you may be a winner!!!
Our Summer Enrichment Program is accepting applications. The Fall Program has open registration as well for 3-5 yrs. As always, we thank you for passing on the word and endorsement. We are
very proud of our program.
Thank you,
Karen Goodale, Director
and
Jennifer Calonico, Assistant Director
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Women’s Fellowship

The next meeting of the Women’s Fellowship will be on Tuesday,
April 23, at 6:00 p.m. to set up for the Rummage Sale.
Refreshments will be served as we organize the sale items.
All women are invited to join us for an evening of good fellowship.

Thursday
April 25
6:00—8:00 p.m.

Saturday
April 27
9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon

Gently used clothing for the whole family, accessories, shoes,
scarves, purses, bed and table linens, curtains, drapes, small
household items and more.
Each day of Lent, remove one item from your house that you don’t
use or wear anymore and put it in a large black trash bag
(available during coffee hour). Fill the bag until April 21st, and
donate it to the Rummage Sale. You’ll declutter and help those in
need at the same time!
Please see Heidi Manley when you bring in your donations.

East Haven United Community Lunch
Free Lunch on the first and third Saturday of each month.
For April it will only be open on April 6th. No lunch will be served
on April 20th due to the Easter weekend.
Join your neighbors for a free meal from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. at Christ
& The Epiphany Church, 39 Park Place (on the East Haven Green).
All are welcome. For more info, call 203-397-6409.

Old Stone Church

Please let the church office know
if there are any omissions or
corrections. Thank You!

April Birthdays
1
4
6
7
8
10
10
14
16
19
20
20
20
20
21
22
24
30

Garguilo, Pat
Evarts, Loren
Moon, Cameron (10)
Gersz, Peter
Jaqua, Marilyn
Gersz, Mattie (7)
Howard, Jordan
DelGuidice, Jake
Zyrlis, John, Jr.
Coon, Dawn
Gersz, Brody (4)
McLay, Petra (17)
Taylor, Alec
Walker, Bruce
Steeves, John
Mallory, Kathy
McConnell, James
Shute, Dianne

Wedding Anniversaries

Thrift Shop

Saturdays 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
And Sundays after worship.
Stop in for great bargains
all the time!
Sale!
(while supplies last!)
Clothes with red and green tags — $1
Coats, shoes, boots, and pocketbooks- — 1/2 price
Kid’s clothes — $1
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Kathy and Robert Mallory
Happy 40th! April 7
Elaine and John Carr
Happy 49th! April 18
Bruce and Jayne Scobie
Happy 40th! April 28
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Sun

Mon
1

Tue
Thu
Confirmation
ClassWed
Schedule 2005-2006
2 11am 4th

7pm Finance,

Grounds
JanuaryBldg
8, &2006
mtg-conf rm

January 22, 2006
February 17-18
7 10am

8

Worship/
February
Communion
Coffee hour in
parlor
11:45-1pm
March 1
Lenten Series-p

March
11:15 Thrift
Shop
open
March
1:15-5pm
Military Whist-g

19

Worship

6:30-9 Childbirth class-p

1:30pm
Mah Jongg-p

9 11am 4th

10

11

trimester
gp-p
12pmService
Bible gp-p 6:30-9 ChildLead Worship
birth class-p
Sunday
morning
at 9:30 a.m.
6:15
Girl Scouts1:15pm Mah
sc/tun
Jongg
7pm Choir-s

6 10am-3pm
Thrift Shop
hours

CM
9:30am-1pm

Infant safety-p

C

12-1pm EHU

7:00 Friday evening to Noon on Saturday
12

Clunch at Christ &
Epiphany

13 10am-3pm

CThrift Shop
hours

CM

16 11am 4th

17

trimester gp-p

12pm Bible gp-p

18

19 Good

Maundy Thursday or Good
Friday
7pm Maundy

6:15 Girl Scouts- 6:45pm Tai ChiDeath and Dying
sc/tun
p

May 7

7pm
Search
Gifts
and
comm-conf rm

May 28

Papers due

11:15 Thrift Shop
open June 3

C

(May Herald
Deadline)

Old Stone Church

15

Palm
April 23
Sunday

June 3

5

6:15 Girl Scouts- 6:45pm Tai ChiGod, Jesus and
the Holy Spirit
sc/tun
p
7pm Choir-s
Bible
101
7pm
Search
comm-conf rm
7-9pm Boy
Scouts-g/sc
Worship Retreat

UCC

April 13 or 14

21 9am

4

Sacrament

19

April 2

12pm Bible gp-p

Sat

9:30am-1pm
6-9pm Cub
Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m.Scouts pack mtg- CChildbirth class7pm Search
6:45pm Tai Chi- 7-9pm Boy
p
g
comm-conf rm
p
Scouts-g/sc

12

14 10am

3

trimester gp-p

Fri

Thursday
Service

School vacation

22

23 11am 4th

Sanctuary
open 12-3pm

Talents, rubric for paper

20

Sanctuary
C9am
decorating

CM
9:30am-12 Noon
Cloth diapering
class-p
PCM
2pm Kilburn

PCM
party-g

Confirmation rehearsal 10:00 a.m.
School vacation

Friday

C

School vacation

Confirmation Dinner

School
vacation
6:00
p.m.

School & church
office closed

C(Thrift Shop

closed)
(No EHU lunch)
PCM

24
25
26
27 10am-3pm
trimester
gp-p
10:30-12 ELC
Thrift Shop
Confirmation
PCM
library days-p
6-8pm
hours
6:15 Girl ScoutsRummage Sale
9am-12 Noon
12pm Bible gp-p
sc/tun
Rummage Sale
6-9 pm mtg &
7pm Choir-s
9:30am-1pm
6pmplace
Rummage
will take
from
4:00
to 5:30 in the church parlor, Breastfeeding
unsocial
(Linda)-p
sale set up-g
7-9pm Boy
class-p
less otherwise specified. Youth 6:45pm
Group
is from 6:30 to 8:00, and is conTai Chi- Scouts-sc/tun
6pm Comedy
7pm
Search
clsrm
Night fundraisersidered to be a part of the Confirmation
requirements. Let us discuss
comm-conf rm
g (Stephanie)

Breakfast
& 4
June
Flowering of
the Cross
10am Easter
Family
All meetings
Worship

supper options (a parent or mentor may wish to provide supper be29
30 11am 4th
tween class and Youth
Group).
Worship
trimester
gp-p
28 10am

Leila Pelton
Baptism
11:15 Sunday with
Moderator-g
11:15 Deacons mtg
-conf rm
11:15 Thrift Shop
open

6:15 Girl Scouts-

C—Confirmand
sc/tun

P—Parent

7pm Search
comm-conf rm

7

M—Mentor

The lighted candle in the
Church Steeple will shine
perpetually as a beacon of
God’s strength. This light
reflects our prayers for
peace, here and abroad.

The First Congregational Church of East Haven, Inc.
United Church of Christ
Old Stone Church
251 Main Street
East Haven, CT 06512

Church Office 203-467-2907
Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Summer Hours M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon
Fax: 203-467-2907 Ext. 111
Early Learning Center Office 203-467-0661
School Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Early Learning Center Director’s Office Hours
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Thrift Shop Hours
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.—ext. 107
and after Worship on Sundays
Interim Pastor
Rev. David Colton Ext. 102
Office Manager
Kathy Giannone Ext. 101
Minister of Music
Jonathan S. Budd, PhD.

Our Sunday Service can be seen on the local access cable Channel 18.
Check the cable schedule for times.
Email: oscongregational@snet.net
Website: www.oldstonechurchucceasthaven.org
The deadline for Herald articles is the 10th of each month unless otherwise noted.

