
 

 
 
 

EAGLE  SCOUT  EVENT 
Saturday, September 12 

4-5 p.m.  
in parking lot 

 

RALLY  DAY  
Sunday, September 27 
(an after worship event) 

Details inside 
 
 

‘’HOLY COW’ CAR WASH 
Saturday, October 3 

In parking lot 
(Time to be announced) 

 
 

FLU CLINIC 

Thursday, October 15 
2:00-4:30 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall 
  
 

 

 
 
 

     

Anyone can be a Herald sponsor-details inside!                                              September 2020 

From Your Pastor 
 

Welcome back to Church! 
 
That statement might seem a bit odd because, as you know, we have 

had church every week online or in our parking lot. Yet, there is just 
something powerful and amazing about meeting together as the Church; 
especially when it’s been many months since we met together in our  
Sanctuary! 

These past few months have been quite trying, to say the least, for all 
of us. For Pastors and staff here at the Old Stone Church, this building 
has felt quite empty every time we walk through it. We have missed the 
sounds of praise reverberate in the Sanctuary. We have also missed the 
voices of our children,  youth and adults as we fellowship and worship      
together.  

When something is taken away that we have enjoyed for years like 
the church, we begin to realize what a tremendous blessing it is in our 
lives! The Bible is quite clear of the value of meeting together:              
Hebrews 10:25 (NIV) Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching. 

As we move closer to the coming of the Lord, we must keep our focus 
of seeing souls won into the Kingdom of Christ. I believe it’s also vital 
that we, as believers, meet together for worship and fellowship as we 
learn more about walking in the love of God. 

Our world needs the message the church has to offer. Andrae’ Crouch 
wrote a beautiful song by the title “Jesus is the Answer” years ago, which 
is quite simple in lyrics. The message is as needed today as when he wrote 
the song. 

   JESUS IS THE ANSWER 
  Jesus is the Answer for the world today, 
  Above Him there’s no other, Jesus is the Way, 
  Jesus is the Answer for the world today, 
  Above Him there’s no other, Jesus is the Way! 
 
I encourage you to be a person full of grace as we gather again. There 

are many different beliefs (and perhaps convictions) about the “way things 
should be”, yet can we be a people who will major on the majors”? In    
other words, remember the essential thing is that we draw closer to 
Christ than ever before. 

To be filled with grace in this context would mean that we refrain 
from being critical of others because their thought process is different 
than ours. Some aren’t ready to return to in-person worship, and that’s 
just fine!                  

        continued 

September 7th! 



 

continued 

 Others are ready to start hugging and shaking hands immediately, yet we ask that you refrain from 
that for jut a while. That’s especially difficult for the “huggers” in our midst! 

 We will do our absolute best to make sure we are in a safe, yet welcoming environment, both for 
people AND the presence of God! 

 Thank you for giving your leadership an extra dose of grace during this time as well. 

 We are excited to have you back!                               Blessings in Christ 

         Pastor Mark 

 
Ral ly  Day  -  Sunday ,  September 27    

 following the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 

       Our theme this year is “God’s Sustaining Presence” 
 

It will be a combination of welcoming everyone back to church as well as the kick off for 
the new Sunday School year.  Many things are being planned – good food, fun and games, a   

scavenger hunt, church tours for the children, along with Bibles for each child enrolled! Covid 19 standards 
and social distancing will be strictly maintained.  We are also extending an invitation to the Early Learning 
Center and the Old Stone  Village to join us for a special blessing during the service. All are welcome!   Please 
join us! 
 
In combination with this event,  please come to church early ( 9:15 a.m.—9:45 a.m. that morning).  This time 
will be set aside for car decorating; supplies will be provided. 
 
             

 BOARD OF GLOBAL OUTREACH 
 
 
The East Haven Food Pantry is continuously very appreciative of all our donations. Keep them coming!  
 
They are in need of pasta and sauce, canned soup, peanut butter, jelly, flavored and regular rice, hot and cold 
cereals, macaroni and cheese, tuna, canned veggies, and any other items you would like to donate.   Thank 
you all for your continued generosity each week! 
 
        

Just in case you missed it in the bulletin…..The Hagaman Memorial Library sent a lovely thank 
you to Heidi Manley and Louise Ward for their donation of facemasks for all their employees. 
The masks had a library theme which they appreciated! And the craftmanship was spot on!  
They referred to them as the Old Stone Church Worker Bees! 

 
 
Mark your Calendars 
October 3—In parking lot—’Holy Cow’ exterior car wash– Donations to benefit Heifer International 
November 7—from 10am to 2pm—a modified Christmas Fair inside and outside in accordance with all 
COVID 19 standards—more details at a later date. 
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     The Old Stone Church Early Learning Center 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This year COVID-19 will present many new challenges with extra cleaning, taking temperatures, wearing 
masks, social distancing, and student drop off & pick up.  Almost every day the ELC receives a notice 
from the Office of Early Childhood or the CDC with new guidelines and procedures to follow.  We have 
been working diligently on our reopening plan and to secure PPE for the Teachers. 
  
August 26th is the first day of school.  We have 27 children enrolled and are currently very busy doing 
tours in the evenings.  The teachers are working on getting their rooms ready and formulating lesson 
plans.  We had a mandatory reopening meeting where the teachers were informed about all the new 
COVID-19 procedures that will be in place for opening day and they each received three face masks and a 
face shield.  
 
We will welcome two new students this year from the village, Eli and Santino.  Santino is the son of     
Nicole Ferrigno, the Director of The Old Stone Village. 
 
The ELC applied for a free infrared thermometer and face masks for small businesses and nonprofits 
through CONNSTEP (a CBIA affiliate) in March.  To our delight, our request was granted and in June the 
Chamber of Commerce delivered our thermometer and face masks. 
 
My husband, Leo Calonico, graciously volunteered to power wash all of the outside playground equip-
ment and toys and to disassemble and remove a large climbing slide that was broken. ”Thank you, Leo!” 
  
Over the summer I took an accelerated eight week required course at Charter Oak State College in Devel-
oping & Administering a Child Care and Education Program.  I am proud to say I passed the course with a 
4.0 average! 
 
Mrs. Goodale, who retired a year ago as the Director but stayed on as a part time afternoon teacher, has 
decided not to return; she will now enjoy her retirement! Thank you for taking the time to listen,           
encourage, and share.  You made a real difference in the lives of the students you taught. Congratulations 
and many warm wishes for a happy retirement! 
 
We still have a few spaces available for the upcoming school year so please tell your friends and families 
about us—word of mouth is our best advertisement! 

 
Till next month  

Jennifer Calonico 
Director 
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O l d  S t o n e  V i l l a ge  
 
 

We are looking forward to celebrating our one-year anniversary on September 9th.  We had an     
amazing year filled with learning and fun. We are excited to send two of our very first villagers to the Early 
Learning Center Pre-School to continue their education at Old Stone. To commemorate our first year at Old 
Stone    Village, we have decided to build a community garden where our villagers can learn firsthand about 
planting. Our garden will consist of a pumpkin patch, root veggies, herbs, and leafy greens to start, and will 
continue to grow as the seasons change. We will have Ward’s Wishing Well in honor of our founder, Louise 
Ward, who has graciously made all of our wishes thus far come to fruition.  

 
Our center has devoted the last two weeks in August to break ground and begin planting. The       

community has generously stepped up to donate needed supplies. We’d like to acknowledge Town Fair Tire 
of Branford for suppling our planters, and Libero Jewelers of North Haven for supplying our fencing. In       
addition, some of our very own Village families have generously donated their time and additional supplies to 
make this vision a reality. Mrs. Tara Meeker, one of our amazing Village moms,  took a work day to dig holes 
for our posts, and has generously purchased fence posts, concrete and gravel. Our motto is and has always 
been “It takes a Village”, and this project truly showed us that we live by this motto here at Old Stone Village.  
Kristen Sartor, our assistant director, has been the brains and drive behind this garden project. Along with 
her father, past church member Don Gelo, they spent many days zoning out and planning our future garden 
all while he was vacationing in Connecticut.  

 
 Our Villagers have been busy learning about seeds, locating seeds in the foods we eat, and learning 

about what plants need to grow.  We are looking forward to teaching our Villagers all about the                    
responsibilities of maintaining our garden come fall. Hopefully, we will have some veggies ready to pick by 
the end of the month.  

 
In September, we are looking forward to fully reopening both our classrooms. In order to stay in   

compliance with Covid Guidelines, we decided to open in waves. We opened one classroom on July 6th. On 

August 3rd
,  we expanded by opening ½ of our second classroom. We are excited to see what this year has in 

store for our Village and encourage you to visit our garden and decorate a community rock which we will 
place inside. Please see Louise Ward for further details.  
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September  Birthdays 

    

    

   2   Brayden Coon (11)  

   6   Liz Luther 

   6   Emma Oyanedel (9) 

   7   Dorothy Feld 

 11  Bonnie Cacace 

 12  Roberta Bruno 

 16  Linda Collopy 

 17  Helen Pertesis 

 19  Tanner Izzo (14) 

 19  Lisa LaPia 

 20  Marion Burkard 

 22  Susan Anderson 

 24  Michael Provencal 

 25  Amy Provencal 

 25  Genevieve Stevens 

 25  Jessie Kilburn (19) 

  25  Lynn Bouffard 

 27  Lance Kilburn 

 28  Chris Cole 

 30  Rebecca Suitor Cesario 

 

 

Wedding  

Anniversaries 

 

Anthony & Amy Trufan 

September 5—22 years 

Genevieve & Robert Stevens 

September 11—66 years 

Jennifer & Leo Calonico 

September 11—38 years 

Andrea and Barry Kosowsky 

September 24—42 years 

Branden & Laura LaPia 

September 29—3 years 

 
        

 

Old Stone Church 

Thrift Shop 
 
 

Saturdays  

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

and Sundays after worship.  

(upon request) 

 

Stop in for great  

bargains all the time! 

 

There is always something  

 interesting to find! 
       
 

 

  
 
 
                           Office 
We can always use copy paper, card stock, labels, 
etc. for the office.  In addition, monetary dona-

tions are always welcome for incidental items. Thanks to all 

who help lessen the strain on our church budget. It’s appre-
ciated very much! 

   
 
 

 
Wish List for the Early Learning Center 

Disinfecting wipes , Kleenex, paper towels, hand sanitizers, 
Stop ‘n Shop gift cards 
 
 

Wish List for Old Stone Village 
Wet wipes, paper towels, tissues, zip lock bags, trash bags, 
Clorox wipes, card stock (white and color) and glue. 

 
Thrift Shop Request 

 
To Members and Friends,  
Just a friendly reminder—if you leave items in the tunnel, 
please indicate whether they were put there for storage or as 
a donation or earmarked for any other reason.  It’s so          
important to have a label.  It is a great help to our Thrift Shop 
volunteers.  
 
Ideally, donations should be dropped off on Saturday when 
the Shop is open for business. 
 
As always, volunteers are welcome. Help is needed from  
9:30 am to 12 Noon or 12 to 3pm on a Saturday. Just see   
Roberta, Carole, or Audrey if you would like to help. It’s an 
easy and friendly atmosphere and an important part of the 
outreach ministry of the church that you can be a part of.  
  
Thanks for your anticipated support! 
 

We really need your help with Fellowship!. If you 
would like to  make something and individually 
wrap it for Sunday coffee hour, please sign up by 

clicking on this link -  SignUp Genius or contact:                                    
   stephani.kilburn@yahoo.com 

 5 
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 OLD STONE CHURCH 
  

Church Office  203-467-2907   
(not yet back to regular hours but messages are checked ) 

Pastor 
Rev. Mark Pilletere, M.Div.   Ext. 102 

Office Manager     

Kathy Giannone   Ext. 101 

Minister of Music 

Jonathan S. Budd, Ph.D. 
  

Early Learning Center 203-467-0661  
ELC Hours:  M-F 7:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. 

ELC Office Hours 
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Jennifer Calonico, Director/ Kim Oca Assistant Director 
Old Stone Village 203-467-0661  

Nicole Ferrigno, Director 
Hours of Operation 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

  
Thrift Shop Hours   

Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.—ext. 107 
And after worship upon request 

  
Our Sunday Service can be seen on the local access cable 

Channel 18.  Check the cable schedule for times. 
Email:  oscongregational@snet.net  

Website: www.oldstonechurchucceasthaven.org 

.The deadline for Herald articles is the 10th of each month                                           
unless otherwise noted. 

The lighted candle in the 

Church Steeple will shine 

perpetually as a beacon of 

God’s strength.  This light 

reflects our prayers for 

peace, here and abroad. 

 

                          The First Congregational Church of East Haven, Inc. 
      United Church of Christ 

     Old Stone Church 
    251 Main Street 

    East Haven, CT 06512 


