October 2019
UPCOMING EVENTS
EARLY LEARNING CENTER
BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT
Wednesday, October 2
7:00 p.m. in the classrooms
OLD STONE VILLAGE
MOM’S NIGHT OUT
Tuesday, October 8
6:30-8:30 p.m. in the parlor
FLU CLINIC
Thursday, October 17
from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m.
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
COVERED DISH SUPPER
Wednesday, October 9
6:00 p.m. in the parlor
(details inside)
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
October 20
at 10:00 a.m. service
EARLY LEARNING CENTER
PICTURE DAY
Wednesday, October 23
9:00 a.m. in the parlor

STEWARDSHIP
“SOUP SUNDAY”
Sunday, October 27,
Directly after worship
EARLY LEARNING CENTER
HALLOWEEN PARADE
Wednesday , October 30

From Your Interim Pastor...

Here in New
October is a feast for the eyes and a banquet for
From
theEngland
Pastor...
the soul as the trees change from their summer shades of green and
become a spectacular celebration of red, orange, yellow, crimson and
brown. Days can be sunny, neither roasting hot, nor bitter cold, while
nights can be nippy, or even frosty. I really enjoy October.
As I have gotten older, October has also invited me to be more
pensive. The daylight hours have become noticeably shorter and all the
signs are saying that the end of the year is coming. I am by no means
morbid about this, but I am keenly aware that the majority of my earthly
days lie behind me. I find myself drawn to the words of the ancient
Hebrew mystic:
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have
set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so
that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to
you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the
Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob.
Deuteronomy 30:19-20

As I reflect upon my days gone by, I am keenly aware that I have often
acted as Frank Sinatra sang it, “I Did it My Way,” not God’s way. It is so
easy to pray the Lord’s Prayer, saying, “Your kingdom come, Your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.” It took me a long time to understand
that if I meant that prayer, I needed to live it. If I wasn’t asking what
God’s will was for me, then I was just going through empty, meaningless,
lifeless ritual. To choose life, real life, a life of blessing received and a life
of blessing given, I needed to love the Lord my God, obeying and holding
fast to my God in all I think, say and do. Anything less than lovingly
waiting for God’s will was only a pretense, acting as though I was really
living, when I wasn’t.
But how was I to know God’s will for me? It took me a long time to
learn that I needed to start by becoming fully familiar with the teachings of
Jesus as offered to us through the Gospels according to Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John. But then, I also needed to learn to seek God’s will in
quietude, becoming attentive to the Whispers and Nudges of the Holy
Spirit. What does that mean? I have no words to describe it, but if you
slow down, sit down, patiently and expectantly wait, God will reveal it to
you.
Grace and peace be with you,

David
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STEWARDSHIP “SOUP SUNDAY”!
Sunday, October 27, 2019
I am your church Financial Secretary. My job is to keep track of your individual pledges and
provide you with a quarterly statement. I hope you read all of the good things going on at your
church. Please watch for your Old Stone Church stewardship letter and pledge card in the mail.
Fill out the pledge card completely with your name and address if you would like a statement. I
love the address labels, they help when I’m filling out your statement. Please remember to check
YES or NO if you would like envelopes or not. I will keep your pledge card as completely confidential. If you have any questions about your statement or filling out your pledge card, please do
not hesitate to ask me.
October 27th is our annual “Soup Sunday” immediately after church when you can hand in your
pledge card or you can place it in the collection plate anytime. The soup, bread and refreshments are FREE for your enjoyment. Come join us!
P. S. If anyone would like to contribute a soup for that day, it would be most welcome. Just see
Linda Collopy.
Share your Blessings! Helen E. Wendt, Financial Secretary
----------------------------------------------------------------------------TH E WA Y — ” I AM TH E WA Y …”
In appreciation for God’s love and in thanksgiving for all the gifts He has given,
I/We pledge the following in suppor t of the ministr ies of Old Stone Chur ch for 2020:

 I/We will make the following pledge (most effective for chur ch budget pur poses)
$__________

 Per week

 Per month

 Per year

8% will automatically be directed to the missions of the church
Would you like offering envelopes?

Yes

 No

 Cannot commit to a specific amount, but will contribute as money becomes available.
 I/We will volunteer time and talents and/or pray for the Old Stone Church.

For Your Records: 2020

 Pledged $__________
to the general budget and
benevolence.
 Will contribute as money
becomes available.
Will volunteer time and
talents and/or pray for the
Old Stone Church.

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” -- 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NRSV)

Name(s):__________________________ Address:_________________________________
Email:____________________________ Phone:___________________________________

This is a friendly reminder that October is Stewardship month.
Pledge cards and envelopes will be included in the Stewardship letter to be mailed very soon.
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Chairs for this year’s Christmas Fair are Heidi Manley and Louise Ward. Many volunteers are
needed in all areas, from set up, to working the tables, to clean up. Please call Heidi at 203-809-6235
or Louise at 203-469-6729 to help. Many hands working together will make this day a success for the
glory of God’s church!
Food will be served on Friday—Eat in or Take Out—for your convenience!
Your donations in all areas are very much needed—homemade goodies, jewelry, handmade items,
Christmas and white elephant items, children’s toys and raffle items, gift basket items, etc. Make sure
your donations are clearly marked for the Fair, please. Heidi and Louise will be confirming chairs
and table help in the coming weeks.

B o ard o f C hr ist ia n E d uc at io n Not e s !
Rally day was September 8th and a good time was had by all. Games for young and old were
played including giant Jenga, cotton ball games and ‘stick the heart on the Pastor’ where heartfelt messages were placed on a poster of Rev. Colton. There was also an OSC scavenger hunt with prizes awarded. The Deacons and Christian Education boards provided a picnic lunch. Sunday school sign up started
and will continue.
We are using a new curriculum, ALL-IN-ONE BIBLE FUN. It is designed to meet the ages of
4-12. Activities can be planned for all ages together or broken into small groups. We will have inside and
outside activities, music, role playing and crafts to guide our children’s growth and love for Bible stories
and relationship with God. Nursery care will be available in the Old Stone Village community room as
little ones are present. There is one high school student engaged in Confirmation study. She is helping
with Sunday School and will work with a mentor for her Faith Formation studies. Jonathan Budd, our
Minister of Music, will be working with children for upcoming services.
For the month of October, the Sunday School is participating in the Heifer International “Read to
Feed” program. Please give generously when asked to sponsor the children as they read to feed. The more
they read, the more they help to feed people around the world.
We look forward to a year of growth and fun as we study and live God’s word.
BOARD OF GLOBAL OUTREACH

The East Haven Food Pantry shelves are very empty at a critical time of the year. Soup, pancake mix,
bags or boxes of any type of pasta, and sauce, vegetables, and macaroni and cheese are foods that are
badly needed. Of course, any non-perishable food or donation is greatly appreciated. Watch the Sunday
bulletins in October and November as the focus will be on a special item that will be needed for the
Thanksgiving baskets prepared by the East Haven Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued support
of this community outreach program.
Thank you to all who contributed to the summer Blessing Bags. Eighteen backpacks were assembled for
distribution to those in need.
Please see the list in this month’s issue for our kits for the fall/winter. Monetary donations are welcome.

Thank you for your anticipated generosity!
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Early Learning Center
The Early Learning Center is off to a great start for this 2019-2020 school year. We have 27 children
enrolled and opened a third classroom! Already the children went on their first field trip to the Rose Apple
Orchard in North Branford. They were able to pick two apples, pick out a pumpkin from the pumpkin patch to
take home, and also enjoyed a beautiful hayride with their teachers and parents. On the hayride the children
played “find the pumpkin”. Pumpkins were hidden all along the trail and near the pond along with other
Halloween surprises. They all enjoyed trying to find their way through the hay maze on the farm and were
able to visit some animals especially the goats and the bunnies. The children brought back to school the two
apples that they picked to make applesauce with their teachers. The halls were filled with the sweet yummy
smells of the delicious applesauce cooking.
The Early Leaning Center and The Village shared a table at the East Haven Fall Festival thanks to Nicole,
the Director of The Village. We had a sensory bin, homemade salt dough (play-doh), wooden apples and work
sheets to color using markers and bingo dabbers. It was a beautiful day and it was a great way to get our
names out to the community. The E.L.C. was invited by Joe Ferraiolo, the Director of the E.H. Adult Learning Center, to take part in the “Back-to-School Picnic” at the East Haven High School Grounds to celebrate
PreK-12 students, families and staff. We were provided a table to display some art work, photos, and information about our program. There was entertainment, lunch, music, magic, curious creatures, face portraits,
games…..and so much more! There was a huge turn out and fun was had by all.
October Events include: Back to School Night will be Wednesday October 2nd from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Parents will meet their child's teachers, visit the classrooms and learn more about our program. The Fire
Department will be coming to visit us in October for Fire Prevention Month with their fr iend Sparky .
The children will also go outside to see the fire trucks up close. Miss Sascha, the children’s librarian from the
Hagaman Memorial Library will be visiting the children on October 25th with her special stories. Finally, to
round out the month, our Halloween Parade. We will visit the local merchants in our favorite costumes
(Wednesday, October 30th).
If you know of anyone whose children are 3 to 5 years old and would like to enjoy all the early childhood
learning experiences that we have to offer at the Old Stone Church Early Learning Center, please have them
call us at 203-467-0661.

This will be a busy month for both teachers and children. Enjoy !
Jennifer Calonico, Director and Kim Oca, Assistant Director
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Old Stone Village Established 2019
Old Stone Village is NOW an officially licensed childcare center! We had a very busy
August through September hosting our Open House, participating at the East Haven Fall
Festival and our Official First Day of School.
On, Thursday August 22nd the staff of Old Stone Village opened our doors for our first
Open House. Families participated in various activities while meeting their child’s teacher and
exploring their classrooms. Parents created keepsake boxes to house all of their child’s
beautiful artwork they will be creating at our center, while children used their hands and feet
to start our birthday bulletin board. We also had the pleasure of having Rev. Colton stop by
for an ice cream treat.
We kicked off our fall season by joining the Early Learning Center at our apple themed
booth at the East Haven Fall Festival. It was wonderful to see so many of our families and
immerse ourselves in the East Haven community. We were able to provide the community
with information about both of our schools while encouraging children and adults, alike, to
play in our apple themed sensory bin, create a wooden apple keepsake, and create a dot art
masterpiece.
On Monday, September 9th we had our very first day of school. Students including
Director, Nicole Ferrigno’s son, Santino, and Assistant Director Kristen Sartor’s son, Wesley,
ran through the doors to start their early learning foundation. Students at our center will be
learning all about why they are special and unique, where they live, and all about the farm.
We welcome the church community to stop by and see our early learners in action. Please
reach out to Nicole Ferrigno at (203)467-0661 to schedule a tour.
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Women’s Fellowship

October Birthdays

The ladies will meet for a covered dish supper on Wednesday,
October 9, at 6:00 p.m. in the parlor. Please make your favorite fall
dish from the Old Stone Church Cookbook. All women are
welcome to enjoy an evening of good fellowship.
Old Stone Church

Thrift Shop
Open Saturdays 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

The shop has a wide variety of clothing and accessories (shoes,
bags, scarves, belts, etc.), jewelry, home décor, and more!
The Shop is also open after worship on Sundays for the
convenience of the congregation. Stop by for some great bargains!
Donations can be dropped off on Saturdays during shop hours.

Neighbors-In-Need

Is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of
justice and compassion throughout the United States such as the
Council for American Indian Ministries and the UCC’s Justice and
Witness Ministries. The Offering will be taken on
Sunday, October 6.

Flu Clinic

Thursday, October 17, 2:30—4:00 p.m.
Please remember to bring your insurance card
and wear short sleeves.
If you are unable to make that day, the East Shore District Health
Dept. on Rt. 1 in Branford will be providing flu vaccines each
Monday, beginning October 7th, from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m.
No appointment needed.
Note: They will not be open on October 14 or November 11.

Sunday Fellowship

A huge THANK YOU to all who donated, help set up, cleaned up,
or hosted a coffee hour over this past year. Especially a BIG
THANKS to Louise Ward and Claudia Crawford.
All the help is greatly appreciated.
Thank you, Ned and Bonnie Taylor for the donation of coffee for
our fellowship hour.

Per Capita

Dues of $12 per person total $2,172.00. To date, $1,017.00 has
been contributed. Thank you!
If you haven’t contributed yet, please consider doing so now.
Any questions? Just see Linda Hargraves
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6
7
7
14
16
19
22
22
22
25
25
26
26
28
29
29
30
31

Robert Burkard, Jr.
Kristen Vineyard
Madison Coon (7)
Marilyn Petrafesa
Bruce Scobie
Claudia Crawford
Landen Ronshagen (3 Years)
Sue Carrozza
Barbara Roberts
Elton Roberts
Arthur Briggs, Jr.
Tom Wilson
Fred Hargraves
John Alberino
Adrienne Ward
Jennifer Battista
Pam Standish
Shylia Pagan (16)
Lee (Skip) Ferry

Wedding Anniversaries
Frank and Kim Korwek
October 3 — 27 Years
James and Kathy LaPia
October 4 —- 39 Years
Dan and Dale Izzo
October 11—16 years
Ned and Bonnie Taylor
October 12 — 56 Years
Don and Peggy Thomas
October 12 — 57 Years
Bill and Joan Messina
October 12 — 28 Years
Robert and Keng Burkard, Jr.
October 15 — 14 Years
Myles and Pam Standish
October 18 — 38 Years
Rebecca and Chris Cesario
October 21— 3 Years
Richard and Sue Carrozza
October 28 — 40 Years

Thank you to Louise Ward(case),
Linda Hargraves (3 reams), and
Kristen Vineyard (Village Express)
(case) for their donations of copy paper!

Herald Deadline
is the 10th of each month
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Sun

Mon

SEPTEMBER 2002

October 2019

Tue
1 11am 4th
Trimester gp-p
615pm Girl
Scouts-sc/tun

6 10am
Worship &
Communion
Neighbors in
Need Offering

7

7pm FBG mtg – 615pm Girl
conf rm
Scouts-sc/tun
6:30-8:30
Mom’s Night
Out-p

11:15am CE mtg
11:15 Thrift
Shop open
13 10am
Worship
Brie Badiali
Baptism

8 11am 4th
Trimester gp-p

14
Columbus
Day

11:15am Council School and Staff
mtg-p
Holiday

15 11am 4th
Trimester gp-p
615pm Girl
Scouts-sc/tun

11:15 Thrift
Shop open
20 10am
Worship
New Member
Sunday

21

22 11am 4th
Trimester gp-p
615pm Girl
Scouts-sc/tun

11:15 Deacons
mtg

“Soup
Sunday”
11:15 Thrift
Shop open

Thu
4

9 12 Noon
Bible gp-p

11

10
5pm Penna/
Porto rehearsal
6pm Women’s
6:30pm ChildFellowship-p
birth class-p
7pm Choir reh
6:45pm Tai Chi- 7-9pm Boy
clsrm
Scouts-sc/tun

29 11am 4th
Trimester gp-p

6:30pm
Spinning babies 615pm Girl
class-p
Scouts-sc/tun

6-7pm Prenatal
yoga class-p

Sat
5 10-3 Thrift
Shop hours
9:30am Infant
safety class
12-1pm EHU
lunch at Christ
& Epiphany

4pm Penna/
Porto
wedding

12 10-3 Thrift
Shop hours
9am OSV Mommy & Me class
9:30am Childbirth class-p

Herald
Deadline

16 9:30 am
17 1:15 Mahjong 18
ELC Fire Dept
-p
visit-p/outdoors 2-4:30pm Flu
Clinic
12 Noon Bible
gp-p
7pm Choir reh
6:45pm Tai Chi- 7-9pm Boy
p
Scouts-sc/tun

19 10-3 Thrift
Shop hours

23 9:15-10:30
ELC Picture day
-p
11-11:45 ELC
Library Day-p

26 10-3 Thrift
Shop hours

24 1:15 Mahjong-p
6:30pm Childbirth class-p
7pm Choir reh
7-9pm Boy
Scouts-sc/tun

6:45pm Tai Chi28

Fri

2 12 Noon Bible 3 1:15pm Mahgp-p
jong-p
6:30pm
6:45pm Tai Chi- Advanced
p
coping class-p
6:30pm Child7pm ELC Back birth class-p
to School Night- 7pm Choir reh
clsrms
7-9pm Boy
Scouts-sc/tun

12 Noon Bible
gp-p

11:15 Thrift
Shop open
27 10am
Worship

Wed

30 12 Noon
Bible gp-p

31
1:15 Mahjong-p

6:45pm Tai Chi- 7pm Choir reh
p
7-9pm Boy
ELC Halloween Scouts-sc/tun
parade down
Main St. (a.m.)

7

25

9:30am Breastfeeding class
12-1pm EHU
lunch at Christ
& Epiphany

9am OSV Mommy & Me class
9:30am Childbirth class-p
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Old Stone Church
BLESSING BAG CARE KITS
ITEMS TO INCLUDE:
Watertight gallon-size zipper lock plastic bag
Drawstring Backpacks
Socks
Hats
Scarves
Gloves
Gift certificate to fast food
Toothbrush and toothpaste
Nail clippers
Band Aids
Chapstick
Comb or small brush
Mini Fliers with different agencies that can help people
Note of encouragement or uplifting Bible verse
Hand and Feet warmers
Toiletries
Soap
Shampoo
Cream Rinse
Hand Cream
Hand wipes
Pack of Kleenex
Maxi pads
Water bottle
Mints, cough drops or gum
Tuna and crackers
Granola Bar or cereal bar
Fruit snack or applesauce cup
Crackers with peanut butter or cheese
Individual Coffee and Tea Packets
Individual Pasta sand Soups
Any type of individual Food Item (non-perishable)
Dried Fruit and Nuts
Anything else that you think can go into the bags. Cash donations are also welcome.

Please bring in by the 1st week of November
(11/3/2019)
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The lighted candle in the
Church Steeple will shine
perpetually as a beacon of
God’s strength. This light
reflects our prayers for
peace, here and abroad.

The First Congregational Church of East Haven, Inc.
United Church of Christ
Old Stone Church
251 Main Street
East Haven, CT 06512

Church Office 203-467-2907

Our Sunday Service
canHours:
be seen on
the local
times.
Office
M-F
9:00access
a.m. cable
to 12Channel
Noon 18.
andCheck
1:00cable
p.m.schedule
to 3:30forp.m.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Deadline for articles, pictures, event notices, etc. is the 15th of each month.
Summer Hours M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon
The NOVEMBER HERALD deadline will be Oct. 15th. DECEMBER deadline– Nov. 10th.

Fax: 203-467-2907 Ext. 111
Early Learning Center Office 203-467-0661
School Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.
Early Learning Center Office Hours
Jennifer Calonico, Director/Kim Oca, Assistant Director
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Thrift Shop Hours
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.—ext. 107
and after Worship on Sundays

Interim Pastor
Rev. David Colton Ext. 102
Office Manager
Kathy Giannone Ext. 101
Minister of Music
Jonathan S. Budd, PhD.
Our Sunday Service can be seen on the local access cable Channel 18.
Check the cable schedule for times.
Email: oscongregational@snet.net
Website: www.oldstonechurchucceasthaven.org

