Anyone can be a Herald sponsor-details inside!

For Mother’s Day

In memory of Bob’s
mother, Irma Burkard,
my mother, Mildred
Eldridge, and
‘honorary’
grandmother,
Helen Hasse; and in
honor of my daughter
Dale Burkard Izzo,
daughters-in-law Kate
Burkard and Keng
Burkard, my sister
Helen Wendt and
niece, Heidi Manley.
I would also like to
recognize all the first
responders, nurses,
doctors, and support
staff for their tireless
efforts in helping to
contain this virus.
Stay safe, stay well
and blessings to all!

Memorial Day—May 25th

May 2020

Greetings in Christ,
Love makes ALL the difference! We've perhaps heard that many
times, yet I wanted to take a few moments to share this reminder with
you that it truly does make ALL the difference, especially when it's the
love of God being referred to! I believe today if we are ever going to
share God's love with those around us, we first need to experience it
in our own lives.
As I was reading various scriptures having to do with the love God
has for us, I came across the following which was actually a prayer
the Apostle Paul was offering to God on behalf of the church at
Ephesus while he was in prison for preaching the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.
“I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you
may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are
being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.
Amen”.
Ephesians 3:16-21 NRSV
While we may face challenges from this world we live in, there is
something that will keep us through the storms and trials of life, and it
is the unending, unfathomable, unexplainable love that God has for
each and every one of us, and yes, even for this World.

The primary purpose of this letter to the Ephesians was to talk about a
“mystery”, and of course, this mystery was not intended to be kept
that way. Paul’s purpose was to explain and reveal it by sharing about
this thing called “the church” whose purpose it was to express the fullness of Christ on the Earth.
One of the ways this would be done was by uniting both Jew and
Gentile which of course was another aspect to this great mystery.
(Eph. 3:5) It had never been done before like this; yet, God was
maturing a people who would take the victory Christ won at Calvary
and expand it further in reach and scope which would continue
through today.
Continued on page 2
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continued from page 1

So Paul’s heart’s desire was that these new believer’s would know the love of Christ, and in
knowing that love, do their part in sharing it to anyone and everyone who would listen. He
wanted to see that love both draw people into the family of God, and also unite the Church
for more effective ministry and outreach.
Our lives find completion as we love, and are loved in return. While being loved in return
may seem less frequent than we had hoped for, let's continue to reach out to this world with
the love of Jesus Christ!
If you have yet to find a place of ministry here at The Old Stone Church, then I would
encourage you to take a moment to give us a call to see what possibilities may be available.
Blessings in Christ!

Pastor Mark
An Important Stewardship Message—April 3, 2020
Thomas Paine once said, “These are the times that try men’s souls.” He was trying to
encourage
people to begin the war for independence. We now find ourselves in the midst of a very different
kind of war. Though our beloved church is not operating as usual, that doesn’t stop bills from coming. Please consider mailing your pledge so that we can survive the current siege. Blessings to all of
you in these trying times.
Board of Finance, Buildings and Grounds
At this time our church office is closed. Until further notice, we request that you send your offerings
to: Linda Hargraves, Church Treasurer, 521 Thompson Ave., East Haven, CT 06512
From Your Christian Education Committee:
Easter activity treat bags were delivered to families for Sunday School student 5th grade and under
on Good Friday. It was pouring rain but it was wonderful to see our children and remind them of
Jesus Christ's love for them.
Mother's Day activity bags will also be delivered to their homes in the coming weeks. Mothers are
the core of family life and they need special expressions of love. The Sunday School students have
all learned their 10 Commandments and understand 'Honor thy father and mother' was given to us by
God for daily living.
There are 5 students scheduled for First Communion preparation class with Kristen Vineyard. Date
for their first time receiving the Sacrament is tentatively June 7 or 14.
There are 3 students preparing for Confirmation. That is also tentatively scheduled for the beginning
of June.
There are so many beautiful symbols in nature of rebirth and God's love this time of year. I hope all
students, young and old, take time to go out and see the beautiful world given to us.
Until we gather together next,
Say good words and do good deeds
Love to all,
Louise Ward
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Dedication
To the Building Preservation Fund
Happy Mother’s Day in loving memory of my mother, Genevieve Griffiths, and
mother-in-law, Josephine Kavanagh; my grandmothers, Mary Griffiths and Bertha Coleman; and in
memory of my husband Eddie’s grandmothers, Gram Granniss and Grandma Kavanagh.
Lovingly, Barbara Kavanagh

Easter Memorials

To the Building Preservation Fund in lieu of flowers
From Barbara Melotto , in memory of Pasqual Melotto,
Mr. and Mrs. James Quarz and Linda Weber Zavatkay.
In memory of all departed loved ones from the Scobie family.
In memory of Herman “Bud” Johns from his wife, Mary and family.
In loving memory of her parents, J. Edwin and Dorothy C. Grund; Ethel “Dolly” Melvin; William
“Bill” F. Roberts; and Herman “Bud” Johns from Cynthia M. Grund and husband Haagan P. Cumlet.
The Taylor Family in memory of Ned and Bonnie’s parents, Wanda and Dorland Neff Taylor and
Sophie and Pasquale Azano.
From Don and Peggy Thomas in memory of Nancy Henry Prato and Raymond C. Prato; Mr. and
Mrs. William Rutter Henry; Mr. and Mrs. Donald Waldron Thomas, Sr., and all aunts and uncles.

Sanctuary Window Candles
For the week of April 26th
In honor of Rev. David Colton for his dedication to Old Stone Church
from Bonnie and Ned Taylor.
For the week of May 10th
In loving memory of my mom, Barbara Potter,
from her daughter, Linda Reilly...Happy Mother’s Day
If anyone would like to put candles in the window in memory of a loved one or for any other reason, please
leave a message with the church office. Your call will be forwarded.
Thank You!
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Many of you have probably already received this, but thought it was worth repeating.
Submitted by Linda Hargraves
“How the Virus Stole Easter”

And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine
Stood puzzling and puzzling.
“Just how can it be?”

‘Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.
People were sick, hospitals full,
Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.

“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,
It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.”

As winter gave way to the promise of spring,
The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.

Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before.
“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store.
Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.”

People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.
They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned.

“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out.
No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.”

And what happened then?
Well....the story’s not done.
What will YOU do?
Will you share with that one
Or two or more people needing hope in this night?
Will you share the source of your life in this fight?

Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.
The world was focused on masks and on tests.

The churches are empty - but so is the tomb,
And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.

“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed.
“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.”

So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,
As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went.
The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.

May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people.
May the world see the church is not a building or steeple.
May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection,
May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.
May 2020 be known as the year of survival,
But not only that Let it start a revival.

April approached and churches were closed.
“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed.

The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.
The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.
“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling.
“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming.
“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do!
Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,
And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo.

Written by Kristi Bothur
With a nod to Dr. Seuss

“That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.”
So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.
And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.
It started down low, then it started to rise.
But the sound wasn’t depressed.
Why, this sound was triumphant!
It couldn’t be so!
But it grew with abundance!
The world stared around, popping its eyes.
Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small,
Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!
It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
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From OSC Search Committee
Heidi Manley, Kristen Vineyard, Louise Ward, Kathy Mallory,
Jennifer Calonico, Peggy Thomas, Sean Manley, Sr.

The Old Stone Church, First Congregational Church of East Haven would like to officially announce, by
unanimous decision, our elected pastor, Pastor Mark Pilletere.
Your Search Committee has worked tirelessly over the past 2 years, every Tuesday evening in our church’s
conference room, in private e-mail chats, spoken over the phone and even in a moving vehicle on a trip to Maine
to interview 3 pastors in one day. We have all become even closer than we were before, listening,
communicating, searching and seeking out the needs of our beloved church family.
Finding the right fit, was not expected to be an easy process, as it should not be. There were many, many
interviews over the phone, Skype, and Facebook Live. The in-person (second) interviews were done on site and
away. The quantity of resumes that we received were astounding. This showed us that the love of every voice
that we described in our church’s profile was apparent for sure.
The first and second interviews with Pastor Mark were noted as:
“The overwhelming feeling I had when meeting with Mark was his kindness and enthusiasm. I believe that with these
qualities, along with his strong faith and love of Jesus, he will inspire our church and the town. His kindness reminds me
of Rev. Colton, who has had such a positive effect on our congregation.”
“After meeting Pastor Mark my first thoughts are, he is kind, honest, easy to talk to, and has a good sense of humor. His
faith and love reminds me of Rev. Colton. I already like him a lot, but this one thing just stuck out, he wants to be with
us! I know that he is definitely the Pastor for our church, not only did we choose him, but he chose us.”
“He fits! His devotion to God and Jesus shines out in his smile and his preaching. Inspirational!”
We look forward to taking this Faith journey with you and Pastor Mark.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

From the Board of Global Outreach
The EAST HAVEN FOOD PANTRY is desperately in need of donations of food, grocery cards, or
monetary donations. The number of their clients has doubled in the last few weeks. They are providing
the food in bags and boxes packed to be picked up outside the building. Donations can also be left at
the door to the pantry during their regular hours. If you are able, please consider donating peanut
butter, soup, pasta, cereal, canned vegetables, macaroni and cheese, sauce, and tuna fish. The
Board has been providing Shop Rite and Stop and Shop cards to help with the most urgent food
items. All East Haven residents are eligible to receive food. There is always bread, muffins, bagels
and other items available. The food pantry is open Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 9-11am, and
Saturday from 11am-1pm. They are located at 39 Park Place, in the lower level at Christ and
Epiphany Church.
Reminder that children under 18 years of age are eligible for breakfast and lunch meals similar to the
food program in the East Haven schools. They can be picked up from 9-10:30am on Monday,
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“Advice from a Veteran who lived to be 98”

When late American veteran Bill Rohr finished his service in WWII — his feats transcribing Morse code and

working the communication “front line” far behind him — I’m sure the farthest thing from his mind was that he
would eventually have another mission.
His travels and time served were frightening and rich with enlightenment, but his later endeavors (probably
unacknowledged by him) touched souls.
The new “mission” was one that would leave a legacy on a grander, unquantifiable scale. It had a subtle impact;
but its effects would continue for generations. It was a mission to transform the lives of others.
Before I expel all that he has taught me in mere bullet points (he was my grandfather at heart), we need to clarify his character.
Bill was a man who shouldn’t be solely defined by his veteran status. His wisdom was the result of a life “lived
well.” He approached living wholeheartedly and gratefully. Any responses he gave to my ceaseless questions…
it’s remarkable how thorough and considerate they always were.
He was a cartographer; gunmaker; sailor; master card player; volunteer firefighter; puzzle lover; amateur
videographer; gardener; square dancer; coin and stamp collector; truly dedicated husband; an extremely moral,
resourceful and (immensely) honest man; sharp as a nail; astute judge of character; a role model if there ever
was one.
He volunteered at the church my mother works at for two decades as a sort of “Jack of all trades” there, taking
care of the grounds… and the people. His undertakings left a lasting mark. And he’ll never know how much.

(Of course, none of us can ever realize the ripple effect we have on all that surrounds us).
“But the effect of her being on those around her was incalculably diffusive: for the growing good of the world
is partly dependent on unhistoric acts; and that things are not so ill with you and me as they might have been, is
half owing to the number who lived faithfully a hidden life, and rest in unvisited tombs.”―George Eliot
After all those years of his efforts; all of those handy fixings; good deeds; silent encouragements… I wish the
world could not only recognize it, but learn from it. (Did I mention he lived alone ‘til he was 97? He played
dominoes and cribbage until his very last weeks).
His impeccable patience; his kindness and enthusiasm for living to make others happy; his appreciation for the
little things; his faith; his love of nature (he was always teaching the Playschool children about plants by showing them how to plant bulbs and to appreciate them when they bloomed in the spring—think of Bill when you
see the daffodils around the church); his charming sense of humor, which he will never admit to having… all of
these invisible instances add up like pebbles on a beautiful shoreline that washes onto us all.
The man lived through a war; but he made it out with double the life left in him.
He’s given me fragments of knowledge which shaped my thinking in more ways than I’ll ever realize. He
taught me nearly everything that matters… encouraging me to challenge what I hear, and to grow and learn
with passion, and how to love.
I think he’d be proud to know that despite all the times I didn’t actively listen… I did, in fact, take notes
(literally)… and I’m sharing them with all who will hear it, one last time.
7
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He led by example…
A beer a day
Rise early and bed early
Deep breaths held for 10 seconds three times a day
Daily walks to the church and/or store across the street
Peanut butter. All of the time. (“It keeps your mind sharp,” he would say, as he smiled slyly and tapped his
head with his finger)
In his words: “Schedule keeps me going,” and “You make your own world around you.” (He believed a person’s
outlook is the result of the circle of people he or she travels with).
Despite that, “Only we can control our destinies. We have to live with ourselves.”
He would also remind me, “You can’t live free.”
(Reading all of the below tidbits again, it’s evident where my severe caution, yet sense of adventure, comes
from. Pair the inevitable anxiety with curiosity, and it’s a balance I’m eternally thankful for).
His insights may seem firm, but he was, undoubtedly, the most pleasant, easygoing and delightful person to be
in the presence of.
He was always smiling.
And here is his direct advice:
“Happiness is nothing but good health, good being, good friends.”
“Keep your voice down…”
“Don’t show anger if you can help it. It’s good for your blood pressure.”
“Be good to your mother.”
“Don’t gobble your food…” and/or “Chew your food!”
“Get good at math.” (If it weren’t for him, I’d probably be so right-brained I’d lose my balance).
“Save your coins.”
“Don’t move to New York.”
“A soda (aka beer) and John Wayne go together perfect. You couldn’t get a better afternoon.”
“Be careful.” (Like, 24/7)
“Teach your kids how to play cards.” (He made me a cribbage queen).
“Don’t say ‘I’m more pretty.’ Say ‘I’m much more pretty.’” (My former best friend and I, both age 6 at the
time, used to have an ongoing debate).
“A white lie never hurt anyone.”
“Don’t feel the need to hurry off and get married.
”A white lie never hurt anyone.”
“Don’t marry a man who drinks a lot.”
“Slow down!” and/or “Take your time!” and/or “Do things SLOWLY.”
“If somebody said ‘I’ll give you a dime,’ you’ll take it.”
Lastly (and probably most prominently), “Keep your nose clean.”
By Jessica Giannone
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Reflections…..
Memories about Bill Rohr…
I remember their little apt. Downstairs and the puzzle that never seemed to be finished. He was indeed
special. Your Jessica was happy to have him around. I still think of him and Dot. They were such good friends
of my Mom and Dad. They and my Dad got into so much trouble when on square dance weekends. Toilet
paper and balloons in bathroom kinds of pranks.
Linda Whittaker
I remember their little apt. downstairs and the puzzle that never seemed to be finished. He was indeed
special. Your Jessica was happy to have him around. I still think of him and Dot. They were such good friends
of my Mom and Dad. They and my Dad got into so much trouble when on square dance weekends. Toilet paper
and balloons in bathroom kinds of pranks.
Don and Peggy
What a wonderful tribute to Bill.

Linda and Fred

I knew Bill from the time I was about 6. He was a volunteer Firefighter at Riverside Fire Dept along with most
of the neighborhood men; my father one of them. Everything you said is so Bill Rohr. I was madly in love with
his stepson, Eddie Hayden, when I was 12 and he was 18. So funny - I thought for sure we would get married
and he knew me as little Judy Lecza. I have many stories about Bill and Dot. One that sticks in my mind is when
I was trying to quit smoking (one of the many times), he told me he quit back in the 50’s. When he was training
to be a firefighter they had him go into a smoking building and wear an air pack which at the time was very
uncomfortable. He said he thought if he had to wear an air pack for that smoke so it wouldn’t hurt his lungs,
what was the cigarettes doing to his lungs. He quit just like that.
He will always missed by everyone he touched.

Judy Butler

--------------------------------------------------------------------I am thankful for our Old Stone Church keeping in touch thru emails and videos. Thank you Kathy, Rev.
Colton, Johnathan, Stephanie and Heidi. We truly are a family in fellowship.
Helen W endt
We will miss David Colton at Old Stone Church like we have missed no one else if only because he has brought
us hope, love and understanding. He is a pastor and a man who stands for and practices what he believes and
unfortunately that is not common or easy. We were fortunate to have him in our family at a critical time and
without him creating a loving environment for us, we could just as easily have faded away as a congregation.
Don and I wish him well in spirit and in health and thank him for his dedication to our church family. He will
not be forgotten.
Don and Peggy Thomas
——————————————————————————————————————————————————-

Please take note:
The Search Committee is now called the Pastoral Relations/Transition Team.
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Please let the church office know if
there are any omissions or
corrections. Thank You!

Thank you to Marion Burkard for sponsoring this month’s
issue, to Louise Ward for a carton of copy paper, to Ginny
Liebler for postage funds, and to Helen Wendt for donating
the funds for the statement mailings. And to those who are
helping me with office duties—Helen, Linda, and Kristen. It’s
appreciated.
Of course, monetary donations are always welcome!

Sponsor a Herald! - The cost to sponsor an issue has been lowered. Even though the majority of the congregation and
friends of Old Stone receive their Herald online, there are still
those homebound individuals or those with no Internet service
that receive their copy in the mail. A suggested donation is
$30.00 which helps cover the cost of paper and postage. Just
call the church office if you are interested.

With Thanks,

May Birthdays
2 Nancy Wobensmith
6 Abigail Shute
9 Zachary Vineyard
11 Shirley Battista
11 Kim Korwek
11 Don Thomas III
13 Judy Butler
15 Susan Alberino
17 Carol Apuzzo
17 Elaine Carr
18 Alberta Vitale
19 Shannon Kilburn Celata
19 Dorothy Maturo
26 Annie Cole
27 Matthew Gelo
27 Kara Ludington
28 Todd Barry
31 Joan Sayers

Tom and Linda Collopy would like to express their sincere
gratitude for the outpouring of love, support and prayers that they
received from their church family
at the passing of Tom’s sister, Nancy.
Wedding Anniversaries
Butch and Marianne Johnson
May 5 — 41 Years!

Prayers and Thinking of You
Caryljean Andrews
661 Silver Sands Road, A1, East Haven, CT 06512
Estelle Fanucci
1200 Town Center Drive, Unit 508, Jupiter, FL 33458
Lance Kilburn
152 Branford Road, North Branford, CT 06471
Shirley Simm
17 Livemore Trail, Killingworth, CT 06419
Nancy Worms
30 Abby Lane, Hamden, CT 06514
When I was in Junior Choir, they often asked me to sing
solo.
Solo nobody would hear me.

-AnonymousSubmitted by Warren Smith
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Tracy and Mark Candelli
May 13 — 20 Years!
Pauline and Alan Suitor
May 18 — 35 Years!

Art and Charlene Longley
May 27 — 42 Years!

Old Stone Church

Thrift Shop
Saturdays 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
And Sundays after worship
Upon Request
Stop in for great bargains
all the time!

The lighted candle in the
Church Steeple will shine
perpetually as a beacon of
God’s strength. This light
reflects our prayers for
peace, here and abroad.

The First Congregational Church of East Haven, Inc.
United Church of Christ
Old Stone Church
251 Main Street
East Haven, CT 06512

Church Office 203-467-2907
Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Summer Hours
a.m. to 12 Noon
ChurchM-F
Office9:00
203-467-2907
Church Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. to 12Ext.
Noon
/1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Fax:M-F
203-467-2907
111
Summer Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon Pastor
Playschool Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Thrift Shop Hours: Tuesdays and Saturdays 10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. & every 2nd & 4th Sunday after
Rev. Mark Pilletere,
church M.Div.
Email: oscongregational@snet.net
Office Website:
Managerwww.oldstonechurchucc.org
KathyCHURCH
GiannoneSTAFF
Ext. 101
Ministers………………...All
Members
Minister of Music of this Church
Pastor
Financial Secretary
Jonathan S. Budd,
Ph.D
Rev. Karen Gronback Johnson
Helen Wendt
467-3172
Home
468-0325
Moderator
Church Office Early
467-2907
x 102 Center Office
Stephanie
Kilburn 483-1103
Learning
203-467-0661
Secretary
Senior
Deacons
School Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.
Kathy Giannone 467-2907 x101
Sue Clark
467-1252
Office
Hours 468-6566
Interim Organist/ChoirEarly
DirectorLearning CenterPam
Standish
8:30
1:30 p.m.Director
Deborah DeMusis
x205 a.m. to Playschool
Christian Educator
Burkard Director
467-0661 x201
Jennifer Calonico, Director/Kim Marion
Oca, Assistant
Diane Lewis
468-7395 x103
Director
Thrift ShopAssistant
Hours
Sexton
Irene Bast
467-0661 x201
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.—ext. 107
Louis StaianoSaturdays from
x106
and after Worship on Fax
Sundays
by request
Treasurer
Extension
Linda Hargraves 467-3396
Call 467-2907 then Ext. 111

Ourservice
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on cable
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cablecable
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be seen on
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local
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:
Deadline
articles,
pictures,
event
notices, etc. is the 15th of each month.

Email: oscongregational@snet.net
Website: www.oldstonechurchucceasthaven.org
The deadline for Herald articles is the 10th of each month unless otherwise noted.

