
 

EARLY LEARNING  

CENTER  BINGO 

FUNDRAISER 

Friday, May 3 

6:30 PM 

At Senior Center 

 

CHOIR FESTIVAL 

Sunday, May 5 

At 4:00 PM 

In the Sanctuary 
 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  

Wednesday, May 8 

6:30 PM  

At Twin Pines Diner 

 

INDOOR TAG SALE 

Saturday, May 11 

9AM to 2PM 

In the Gym 

 

MOTHER’S DAY  

BREAKFAST 

Sunday, May 12 

8:30 AM Breakfast 

10:00 AM Service 
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From Your Interim Pastor 
 
 In a recent sermon, I introduced three books which are important for 
the survival of the church in the 21st century. Here I lift up the booklet, New 
Occasions Teach New Duties, A Foundation Paper on the Local Church as 
a Setting For Education, by Felts and Robbins, published by The United 
Church Board for Homeland Ministries in 1994. Now, 25 years later, the 
thoughts in this booklet are urgently needed if we want Old Stone Church to 
survive and thrive. Following are a few key quotes from that publication 
which give us a starting point for discussing the rebirth and renewal of this 
our beloved family of faith. 
  

 Since the 19th century, our local churches’ primary means of handing 
down the tradition has been the Sunday school and confirmation classes, 
what we commonly call Christian education.   .   .   . 
 

The United Church Board for Homeland Ministries recognizes the       
inadequacy of current educational theory and practice, and our over   
reliance on Sunday school as the sole provider of education. The 
church’s educational ministry is fragmented and adult members feel   
biblically illiterate and inarticulate about their faith.   .   .   . 
 

Reform and renewal of educational ministries are clearly called for. 
Christian education as traditionally pursued in our churches is no longer 
adequate, largely because our culture has changed.   .   .   . 
 

It is time to look beyond our inherited models and assumptions and reach 
for a renewed vision of the teaching and learning tasks that are so      
central to the local church’s mission and ministry. 

 

 Do adult members of Old Stone Church feel biblically illiterate and 
reluctant to speak about their faith? Thanks to the spiritual discernment and 
commitment of Louise Ward, we have just made a major step past the old 
thinking that Sunday school is for children and that passively sitting and   
listening to a sermon (lecture) is for adults. Louise effectively organized and 
led a four-week Lenten series of conversations about the life, ministry and 
crucifixion of Jesus. What she did was to offer us, not a theory, but an       
experience of faith formation, or spiritual nurturing. It is my hope and prayer 
that the Holy Spirit will continue to lead us in an ever deepening journey of 
exciting faith discovery. Jesus is still calling out, “Come and follow me!” 
 
 
 

  Grace and peace be with you,    

      David 
                    
 

             
  

     
   
 
   

 
     For Mother’s Day   
 
In memory of Bob’s 

mother, Irma Burkard, my 
mother, Mildred Eldridge, and 
‘honorary’ grandmother,    
Helen Hasse; and in honor of 
my daughter Dale Burkard 
Izzo, daughters-in-law Kate 
Burkard and Keng Burkard, 
my sister Helen Wendt and 
niece, Heidi Manley. 
                   
          Marion Burkard 

     
    Memorial Day 
        May 27 

 



 

 
...Music Notes…. 
            

 
Back in March, I provided some historical context related to our pipe organ, which is         
celebrating its 125th anniversary this year! I am happy to provide more details about the  
organ this month, as I recently did what every organist loves to do: I took a tour of the    
usually inaccessible pipes with our organ tuners, who continue to come quarterly to Old 
Stone Church as they have for the past several decades.  
 
If you look up at the organ from the sanctuary pews, you'll see about fifteen pipes with a 
gold veneer. Most (but not all) of these are working pipes. But behind these fifteen gold 
pipes sit nearly 1,000 others in orderly array. They are reached via a padlocked door in the 
choir loft, a door that leads to a steep ladder that leads to a catwalk that reminded me why  
a good diet would be in order! 
 
In the photograph below, you will see approximately 125 of those pipes. You'll notice that 
some pipes are made of wood, and some made of metal. Those pipes that look similar are 
in the same "rank," meaning that they produce the same sound quality, although at different 
pitches. The length of the pipe determines its pitch, with the longest pipes making the  
deepest sounds and the shortest pipes making the highest sounds.  All of the lengths of a 
particular type of pipe represent all the black and white keys of the organ pedalboard and 
keyboards in relation to one particular sound quality. 
 
Believe it or not, some pipes in our organ case are 16 feet long, some of them angled 
around corners, and some pipes are shorter than an inch. Each was meticulously and     
exactly engineered in 1895 for the exact right sound, and tuning them quarterly takes two 
experts approximately three hours. Thinking of our movie-and-brunch discussion from after 
church a few weeks ago, the physics of organ-building is truly a miracle! 
 
How many total pipes does our organ have? 1,003, to be exact, in addition to 20 chimes. 
Within a given month at church, you will hear almost all of these played, although some like 
the Trumpet tend to be reserved for special occasions like Christmas and Easter. And this 
leads to the next part of the miracle: these 1,003 pipes were made in 1895 and are still in 
excellent condition. By my rough count, they have provided music for over 5,000 services, 
leading the voices of tens of thousands of people in Congregational song. We join this    
legacy each week, and continue to build upon that foundation for the future of the church. 
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                               (rain or shine) 

   Saturday   —  June 8 —  9am to 3pm  
                  

 There will be a large variety of vendors displaying everything from antiques and collectibles to attic 
treasures, and everything in between. 

 
 The Church sponsors a Tag Table in the gym—also books, records, CD’s and tapes. Your donations 

may be left on the stage — please label them and make sure items are in working condition. 
 
 Our Bake Table will be filled with fresh-baked cakes, pies, cookies and breads, as well as salads and our 

own delicious baked beans.  Your contributions to this popular table are needed here—please add to the 
variety!   

 
 Refreshments will be available for purchase all day — from morning coffee to lunch time fare. 
 
 Lots of volunteers will be needed to help set up, sell merchandise, and clean up—please make sure to 

check the list on the gym bulletin board. 
 
 Spaces are available at $25.00 Please call the church office at 203-467-2907 for information. 
 
 This is a community-wide fun event with great bargains, great fellowship and a great fundraiser for 

Old Stone Church! 

  

Choir Festival 
Do you like music? Join us on Sunday, May 5th at 4pm for a truly joyful noise! The New  
Haven East Consociation of Churches will hold their 19th Annual Choir Fest at the Old 

Stone Church in East Haven, Connecticut.  Included in the performance will be choirs from North Haven, 
Durham, Madison, North Madison, North Haven, North  Guilford, and Old Stone. Each choir will perform 
individually, followed by a combined men's choir performance and a grand finale of all choirs, lifting their 
voices together in song!  All of the public is invited to attend, regardless of religious denomination or     
affiliation, and admission is free! A reception and light refreshments will follow. Please RSVP so we can 
plan accordingly.  

    

                                     Indoor Tag   
 

Saturday, May 11, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
$25.00 a space (tables provided)  Homemade desserts will be available for sale.  

Contact pamelastandish@sbcglobal.net or the church to secure a spot. 

                        

 

Mother ’ s  Day Breakfast   

 
May 12th at 8:30 a.m. followed by our regular service at 10:00 a.m. 
 

All men, women, and children are invited.  Tickets — $10 for adults/$5.00 for children.  Just see Heidi Manley, 
Patti Andrews, or Helen Wendt or stop in the church office during the week.  Volunteers for serving and clean 
up would be sincerely appreciated.   

  The Herald                                                                                  MAY 2019 
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BOARD OF GLOBAL OUTREACH  
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Church World Service hygiene kits.  A sufficient number of 
Items were donated to assemble 39 hygiene kits for distribution in disaster recovery locations.  Special thank 
you to Kathy Mallory who suggested this mission project.  She has also delivered the kits to the pickup        
location at the Meriden Center Congregational Church warehouse, to be combined with the hundreds of      
various CWS kits ready to be shipped to those in need.  
 
Our support of the East Haven Food Pantry is greater than ever for items that can be a main meal for an      
individual or a family.  This includes Chunky soups, beef stew, ravioli and spaghetti and meatballs, and their 
main staples of peanut butter, tuna fish, baked beans and macaroni and cheese.  As always, the Food Pantry is 
very grateful for any donations of food and monetary contributions.  
 
Now that the warmer weather is here, the Board of Global Outreach will again collect items for spring/
summer Blessing Bags. Suggestions are in the checklist below.  The local “Dollar” stores can provide many 
items.  Anything on the list below is great, and please, if you have other things you would like to put into the 
Blessing Bags, you can bring those too. There will be a box in the gym for donated items. All the bags that 
were distributed this past winter were gratefully appreciated.   

 

 
 

Essentials:        

 Socks        

 Band-Aids 

 Deodorant 

 Chewable multivitamins 

 Chapstick 

 Lotion 

 Sunscreen 

 Tissues 

 Toothbrush 

 Toothpaste 

 Wet Wipes 

 Washcloth 

 Hand warmers 

 First Aid Kit 

 Neosporin 

 Gauze 

 Sewing Kit 

 Personal hygiene items for women 

 Comb 

 Shampoo 

 Conditioner 

 Liquid soap 

CHECKLIST FOR BLESSING BAGS 

 

Food/Non-perishables: 

 Instant oatmeal packs 

 Granola bars 

 Energy bars 

 Tuna/cracker packs 

 Trail Mix 

 Raisins 

 Peanuts 

 Fruit/applesauce 

 Gum/hard candy 

 Hot chocolate/instant coffee 

 Tea packets 

 Beef jerky sticks 

 Water/juice 

 Cookies/snacks 

 Other extras 

 Notes of encouragement 

 List of local resources 

 Grocery store gift card 

 Bags of quarters 

 Bus cards 

 Dunkin’ Donuts cards 

 McDonald’s cards 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The “Week of the Young Child” was celebrated in April at Overbrook School.  The event was sponsored 
by the East Haven Readiness Council.  Our whole school enjoyed the free books, “Pete the Cat – Play 
Ball!” and “Pete the Cat and the Lost Tooth” that were given to us through the Council. 
 
For professional development, the staff welcomed Tuttle Kindergarten teachers, Maureen Scalia and      
Samantha Lestage for a workshop on activities for the classroom.  We all enjoyed their presentation. 
 
On Wednesday, May 1st, the E.L.C. will hold their traditional May Pole Day (weather permitting).        
We are hoping for good weather for the children and their parents to march around the colorful May Pole.  
Creative crafts are to be expected and enjoyed by all.   
 

BINGO!!!!  Our special evening at the East Haven Senior Center on May 3rd will be a fundraiser for 
the E.L.C..  We are hoping for a wonderful turnout and great participation.  We ask that the parishioners 
help us by donating finger foods and purchasing a ticket or two.  We are few in numbers this year and any 
help you can give would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you….. 
 
We are now planning for our June and July “Summer Enrichment Programs”.  We still have some     
openings in the nursery program 8:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m., if you know of anyone interested.  Children can 
also attend the Extended Day Lunch program till 1:00 p.m.  The All Day Program from 7:30 a.m. to 5:15 
p.m. is full.  The registration is $20.00 for one session and $30.00 for both.   We are also registering for 
the academic year 2019-2020.  Again, if you know of anyone looking for a nursery program for their 
young child please refer them.  We would like to give them a personal tour and answer any questions.   
 
 
 
 

Karen Goodale, Director  & Jennifer Calonico, Assistant Director 
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  Early Learning Center News! 
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         May Birthdays 

    

 

 

   2   Nancy Wobensmith 

   6   Abigail Shute  

   9   Zachary Vineyard 

 11  Shirley Battista  

 11  Kim Korwek 

 11  Don Thomas III  

13   Judy Butler 

15   Susan Alberino 

17   Carol Apuzzo 

17   Elaine Carr 

18   Alberta Vitale 

19  Shannon Kilburn Celata  

19   Dorothy Maturo 

26   Annie Cole 

27   Matthew Gelo 

27   Kara Ludington 

28   Todd Barry 

31  Joan Sayers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Butch and Marianne Johnson 

May 5 — 40 Years! 

 

Tracy and Mark Candelli 

May 13 —  19 Years! 

 

Pauline and Alan Suitor 

May 18 —  34 Years! 

 

Art and Charlene Longley 

May 27 —  41 Years! 
 

             

 

Old Stone Church 

Thrift Shop 
 

Saturdays 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

And Sundays after worship. 

Stop in for great bargains  

all the time! 

 

Volunteers are always welcome 

Please see Roberta or Carole  

           

  
 

Women’s Fellowship  
The ladies will meet at Twin Pines Diner on Wednesday,  

May 8th, at 6:00 p.m.  We’ll have the private room and separate 
checks will be provided.  It will be a “Getting to Know You” 
night, so bring something from your childhood to share for a 

show and tell.  We will also be reporting on the April rummage 
sale and planning our “end of year dinner” so bring sugges-
tions, please.  This is always a good time for getting together.   

If you can make it, please let Heidi, Patti, or Helen know.   
Put it on your calendar and save the date. 

 
 

East Haven United Community Kitchen 
 

Free lunch being served on Saturday, May 4th and Saturday, 
May 18th from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. at Christ and The Epiphany 

Church, 39 Park Place (East Haven Green). 
Anyone in the community is welcome to enjoy a free meal 

alongside their neighbors. Stop in! 
 

 
 

Thank you to Marion Burkard for sponsoring this 
month’s issue,  and to Louise Ward for a carton of copy 
paper.  And monetary donations are always welcome! 

Sponsor a Herald!  -  The cost to sponsor an issue has been lowered.  
Even though the majority of the congregation and friends of Old 
Stone receive their Herald online, there are still those homebound 
individuals or those with no Internet service that receive their copy 
in the mail.  A suggested donation is $30.00 which helps cover the 
cost of paper and postage. Just call the church office if you are  inter-
ested.  

 

Baptisms 
March 31, 2019  McKinzley Grace Cesario child of 

Rebecca Suitor Cesario and Christopher Cesario.  McKinzley 
was born in New Haven on November 24, 2018.  Her God 

     parents are Coral Lee Klemser and Jon Bouchard.       

    April 28, 2019   Leila Marie Pelton child of Jodi  

    Suzanne (Waibel) Pelton and Ryan Yale Pelton.  Leila was    
    born in Middletown on August 17, 2018.  Her Godparents are 
    Adrienne Ordway Ribera and Richard Kenneth Pelton, Jr. 
 
 

 
In Memoriam 

James  McConnell 
April 24, 1935—April 5, 2019 

6 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 ELC Maypole 
Event-pkg lot-
a.m. 
12 Noon Bible gp
-p 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-p 

2 1pm Mah 
Jongg 
 
6:30pm Child-
birth class-p 
7pm Choir reh 
7-9 pm Boy 
Scouts-g/sc 

3  ELC Bingo 
Night at     
Senior Center- 
6:30 p.m. 

4 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
9:30-1 Child-
birth class-p 
12-1 EHU Com-
munity lunch @ 
Christ & The 
Epiphany 

5  
10 am Worship/
Communion 
11:15 Bale Sale 
11:15 Global Out-
reach Bd mtg-g 
11:15 Thrift Shop 
open 
4pm Choir 
Festival 
 

6 7 10-11 Mother/
baby fitness-g 
11am 4th Tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15-8 Girl 
Scouts-g 
 
7pm Search  
Comm-conf rm 

8 
12 Noon Bible gp
-p 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-p 
 
Women’s Fel-
lowship at Twin 
Pines Diner-6pm 

9 1pm Mah 
Jongg 
 
6:30pm Breast-
feeding class-p 
7pm Choir reh 
7-9 pm Boy 
Scouts-g/sc 

10 
 
5-9pm Cub 
Scouts Picnic 
and awards 
night-gym/
outdoors 

11 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
9am-2pm       
Indoor tag sale-g 
9:30 Parenting 
class-p 
9:30 Multiples 
class-clsrm 
Set up for break-
fast-afternoon 

12  
8:30 am 
Mother’s Day 
Breakfast 
 
 
10am Worship  

13 14 10-11 Moth-
er/baby fitness-g 
11am 4th Tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15-8 Girl 
Scouts-sc/tun 
 
7pm Search  
Comm-conf rm 

15 
10:30 am ELC 
LIbriary Days-p 
 
12 Noon Bible gp
-p 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-p 

16 1pm Mah 
Jongg 
 
6:30pm Child-
birth class-p 
6:30 Advanced 
coping class-
clsrm 
7pm Choir reh 
7-9 pm Boy 
Scouts-g/sc 

17 18 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
9:30 Infant  
Safety class-p 
12-1 EHU Com-
munity lunch @ 
Christ & The 
Epiphany 
 

 

19 10am  
Worship 
11:15 Sunday 
with Moderator 
11:14 Deacons 
mtg-conf rm 
11:15 Church 
Council mtg-p 
11:15 Thrift Shop 
open 

20 
 
 
 
6:30pm Spin-
ning Babies class
-p 

21 10-11 Moth-
er/baby fitness-g 
11am 4th Tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15-8 Girl 
Scouts-sc/tun 
 
7pm Search  
Comm-conf rm 
8:30-4pm 
Red Cross-in pkg 
lot  

22 
12 Noon Bible gp
-p 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-p 

23 1pm Mah 
Jongg 
 
6:30pm Child-
birth class-p 
7pm Choir reh 
7-9 pm Boy 
Scouts-g/sc 

24 25 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 

26 10am  
Worship 
11:15 Thrift Shop 
open 

27 
Memorial 
Day 
 

2810-11 Moth-
er/baby fitness-g 
11am 4th Tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15-8 Girl 
Scouts-sc/tun 
 
7pm Search  
Comm-conf rm 

29 
12 Noon Bible gp
-p 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-p 

30 1pm Mah 
Jongg 
 
6:30pm Child-
birth class-p 
7pm Choir reh 
7-9 pm Boy 
Scouts-g/sc 

31  

May 2019 



 

 
  

Church Office 203-467-2907 
Church Office Hours:  M-F  9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon /1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Summer Hours:  9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon      Playschool Hours:  M-F  8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thrift Shop Hours:  Tuesdays and Saturdays 10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. & every 2nd & 4th Sunday after 

church 
Email:  oscongregational@snet.net  Website:  www.oldstonechurchucc.org 

 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
Ministers………………...All Members of this Church 

 
  Pastor      Financial Secretary     

    Rev. Karen Gronback Johnson Helen Wendt 467-3172 

  Home     468-0325   Moderator 

         Church Office    467-2907  x 102 Stephanie Kilburn 483-1103 

  Secretary     Senior Deacons   

  Kathy Giannone 467-2907   x101 Sue Clark  467-1252 

 Interim Organist/Choir Director         Pam Standish 468-6566 

  Deborah DeMusis                 x205                Playschool Director  

 Christian Educator  Marion Burkard 467-0661   x201  

         Diane Lewis        468-7395   x103                 Assistant Director 

  Sexton  Irene Bast              467-0661   x201 

   Louis Staiano                         x106                                 

       Treasurer  Fax Extension         

              Linda Hargraves   467-3396   Call 467-2907 then  Ext. 111 
 

Our Sunday service can be seen on the local access cable Channel 18.  Check cable schedule for times. 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:  Deadline for articles, pictures, event notices, etc. is the 15th of each month.   

  
  

 Church Office  203-467-2907   
Office Hours:  M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.    

Summer Hours M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon 
Fax:  203-467-2907  Ext. 111 

Early Learning Center Office 203-467-0661 
School Hours:  7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Early Learning Center Director’s Office Hours 
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Thrift Shop Hours   

Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.—ext. 107 
and after Worship on Sundays 

 
Interim Pastor 

Rev. David Colton  Ext. 102 
Office Manager     

Kathy Giannone   Ext. 101 

Minister of Music 

Jonathan S. Budd, PhD. 

 

 
Our Sunday Service can be seen on the local access cable Channel 18.   

Check the cable schedule for times. 
Email:  oscongregational@snet.net         Website: www.oldstonechurchucceasthaven.org 
The deadline for Herald articles is the 10th of each month unless otherwise noted. 

The lighted candle in the 

Church Steeple will shine 

perpetually as a beacon of 

God’s strength.  This light 

reflects our prayers for 

peace, here and abroad. 

 

               The First Congregational Church of East Haven, Inc. 
United Church of Christ 

Old Stone Church 
251 Main Street 

East Haven, CT 06512 


