Anyone can be a Herald sponsor-details inside!

January/February 2020

From your Interim Pastor

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Monday, January 13
At 6:00 p.m. in the parlor.
(see article inside)
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
DAY
Monday, January 20
Staff and School Holiday
ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, February 16
Directly after worship
BRING A FRIEND TO
CHURCH
& BOY SCOUT BRUNCH
SUNDAY
February 23
During Coffee Hour

Make a Note!
Please tune in to Channel 8 by
8:00 a.m. to check for church or
event closings due to inclement
weather. For those with
Internet service, you may go to
their website.

I invite you to accompany me on a spiritual journey which is deeply
rooted in the Bible. But, what is the Bible and how am I to understand it?
Can this Scripture, in which I find so many contradictions and factual errors, really offer me profound, eternal truth? Is this just a collection of
primitive myths and superstitions, which is of interest only to those who
study the thoughts and cultures of antiquity? I have long wrestled with
questions like these. Thankfully, through searching and asking, God has
blessed me with teachers, mentors and spiritual guides who have helped me
open my ears and my soul to the Whispers and Nudges of the Holy Spirit. I
invite you to join me in looking at some of the problems which can hinder
a deeper understanding of the Bible.
Some years ago, I visited a museum devoted to the prehistoric people in North America. As I was looking at a diorama depicting a group of
Native Americans hunting a woolly mammoth about 10,000 years ago, a
woman and her preteen son came and stood next to me. Pointing to the
woolly mammoth, the boy asked, “What's that, mom?” “It’s a woolly
mammoth, but I don’t believe in them because they’re not in the Bible!”
That woman’s response reflects one of the problems many people have in
understanding the Bible.
You may not doubt that woolly mammoths lived thousands of years
ago and became extinct, but not understanding what the Bible is and how
to read it may well have kept you from discovering an ever-deepening experience of God’s constant presence and infinite love. If you are willing, I
offer some thoughts for your consideration and invite you to join me in this
journey of seeking and discovery.
In the Bible we read, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.” (1 Timothy 3:16-18) These words can
leave us with a dilemma which has been a stumbling block for many. For
example, some people insist that the Bible is the absolutely true, infallible
Word of God and that this letter addressed to Timothy proves it. Certainly,
not everyone who believes that all Scripture is inspired by God would take
the extreme position of the woman who said that woolly mammoths never
existed because they are not mentioned in the Bible, but some do say that
we must believe everything that is in the Bible. They say we can’t pick and
choose!
Others think the Bible has little or no value for modern, intelligent,
educated people. It is not just atheists who hold this view, but also many
who believe God exists, but think that the Bible just does not stand up
against today’s scientific research and discovery.
continued
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continued from page 1
In my experience, neither of these opposing beliefs understands what the Bible is. While I find
countless problem texts, time after time I hear the Holy One speaking to me through Scripture, despite the
many contradictions and factual errors of the human authors. My spiritual journey is enriched by following
the promise of Jesus, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened for you. . . . If you, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:9-13) I ask for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit as I seek to understand what God wants of me. Then, in stillness and waiting, the
whispers and nudges of the Holy Spirit open my mind and heart with new insights about my unloving
thoughts, words and actions, about conflicted humanity and the amazing grace of the Holy One who loves us
all absolutely, unconditionally and eternally. And I do mean that God loves us all. God loves everybody!
God loves the woman who doesn’t believe woolly mammoths ever existed. The Almighty loves the atheist
who doesn’t believe God exists. Yes, God loves me even though I fail the Love Test over and over again.
Love is the hear t of the gospel and gospel means Good News.
How do I find the Holy in the Bible? The star ting point for me is Love! Consider this: when one
of the scribes asked, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O
Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:28-31)
Jesus also tells us, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be
children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain
on the righteous and on the unrighteous.” (Matthew 5:43-45)

In addition, John tells us, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.”
(1 John 4:7-8)
There are so many biblical passages like these, which convince me that God’s Word is Love. As a
result, I cannot accept as God’s Word those texts which fail the Love Test. For example, one of the bestknown stories in the Bible is about Joshua and the destruction of Jericho. (Joshua 6:1-27) There we read
what the Israelite soldiers were told and did:


The city and all that is in it shall be devoted to the LORD for destruction.



But all silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are sacred to the LORD; they shall go into the
treasury of the LORD.



Then they devoted to destruction by the edge of the sword all in the city, both men and women, young
and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys.”

Is this not genocide - a war crime? As I see it, the 10 Commandments pass the Love Test
and are inspired by God. Three of the commandments are:
You shall not kill,
You shall not steal,
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.

\
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(Exodus 20:13,15,17)
continued on page 3
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How can I believe that God, who is Love, would ever command the Israelites, or anyone to commit
such atrocities? Are human beings to be treated as garbage, to be thrown away, while silver and gold, and
vessels of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD? How does Joshua’s order to exterminate the people of
Jericho differ from Hitler’s order to exterminate the Jews? This question is by no means a justification for
hating Jews, or the Germans, all of whom God loves so dearly!
As Isaiah unequivocally states, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our
own way.” (Isaiah 53:6) To a greater, or lesser degree, we have all done our own thing rather than God’s
loving, compassionate and just will. The fact is that we often don’t recognize our own unfaithfulness, or
are unwilling to confess it and address it.
How do I find the Holy in the Bible? Ever y passage that tells me that God loves us absolutely,
unconditionally and eternally is God’s Word. Every passage which teaches me how I need to repent, that
is, recognize and confess my unloving thoughts, words and actions is God’s Word. Every passage which
teaches me how to love my neighbor, even my enemy, as myself is God’s Word. It’s as simple as that!
Wait a minute, how can that be simple - that’s impossible for me to achieve. Can You reach that goal?
Come with me on this spiritual journey. Tune in to the whispers and nudges of the Holy Spirit and let God
surprise you. Will you accompany me on this spiritual journey to new levels of love and life?
Grace and peace be with you,

David

ANNUAL REPORT TIME!!!
The Annual Report needs to be ready for distribution by Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020
one week before the ANNUAL MEETING on February 16, 2020.
Ideally, reports should be in by the first week in January or before.
Reports included in the Annual Report:
Attendance Figures
Boy Scouts
Christian Education
Clerk Statistics/Report
Coffee Hour
Deacon’s Board
Early Learning Center

Finance, Bldgs, & Grounds Board
Flower Committee
Gift & Memorial Committee
Global Outreach Board
Interim Pastor
Minister of Music
Moderator

Nominating Committee
Old Stone Village
Parlor/Chapel Committee
Stewardship Committee
Thrift Shop
Women’s Fellowship

Financial Reports: Deacons Fund, ELC Account, Thrift Shop, Thrift Shop Diverted Funds,
Treasurer’s Reports, Assets/Liabilities/Auditor, Proposed Church Budget

Thank You in advance for your prompt attention!!
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Early Learning

Center

Happy New Year from the children and staff of your Early Learning Center. We hope everyone enjoyed their
holidays as we did here at school. The Christmas sing-a-long was wonderful with so many family members
attending. As always, the teachers sent over to the fire department a selection of ornaments that the children
made for their Giving Tree. This is a holiday tradition we are proud to take part in.
During the months of January and February, the school will take on many various themes. We’ll celebrate
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, we will explore the country of China and celebrate Chinese New Year (the year
of the Rat), a visit from Dr. Gallo for Dental Health Month (February), we will have Teddy Bear Day,
Valentine celebrations, and will continue Library days with Ms. Sascha, the children’s librarian at Hagaman
Memorial Library. Winter lends itself to the study of nature. The children will learn about Arctic animals,
hibernation and of course snow!

The winter vacation this year is February 17th & 18th and we are closed on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Our
Parent – Teacher Conferences are in January.
It is never too late to begin planning for our annual bingo. This will be our fourth year and we hope to do as
well as in the past. Keep us in mind when you see new items on sale after the holidays, that we can use in
our raffle baskets. Our themed baskets include Christmas, kitchen, toy, personal care….you name it, we can
make a basket around it!!
We continue to work with the East Haven kindergarten teachers in preparing our students for their transition
to kindergarten. Our Early Learning Center teachers make our school one of the best licensed pre-schools in
the area. Kim Oca -Assistant Director, Joan Dougherty, Judy Butler, Samantha Parlato, Danielle Stevens,
Sarah Parlato, Karen Goodale, Ashley Stevens, and Casey Smith, thank you for all your efforts and quality
care that you give to your students and their families everyday. You are truly appreciated and very special
people and teachers!
Jennifer Calonico, Director
Kim Oca, Assistant Director
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O l d S t o n e Vi l l a g e Ne w s
December was such an incredible month at old Stone Village! We spent our time together
diving into the holiday spirit learning about trees, snow, tastes and flavors of the Christmas
season. Our villagers got to feel real pine tree pieces and pine cones, play in real snow,
smell cinnamon sticks and peppermint candy canes, and of course decorate and taste
homemade sugar cookies! Along with all our take home crafts we spent many days
constructing various ornaments to decorate the Christmas tree outside the office which we
invite you all to stop down and see! We had a “Polar express” day where all our staff and
villagers wore Christmas pajamas, played with marshmallows and our toddlers even got to
sip hot cocoa while we read the story to them. We ended the month with Santa coming to
visit all our Villagers and our kids absolutely loved listening to the Christmas music and
meeting the man in red himself. Christmas is such a magical time and we are so lucky that
we got to see every day of the season through the eyes of our children!
January will bring us into our Winter themes where we will explore many different aspects
specific to the winter months. Winter animals, hibernation, snow and clouds and of course
Martin Luther King Day will be just a few of the topics we will be exploring with our Villagers.
We officially filled all our spots as of the end of December and we are continuing to fill our
waiting list for any spots that may open up in the future. Old Stone Village is so proud to say
we are completely full and have been blessed with the best children and Families to be part
of our Village. We look forward to our first New Year at Old Stone Village with all our
Villagers and staff!
Thank you all for your continuous support and God Bless you all in this New Year,
Nicole and Kristen
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JANUARY Birthdays

Women’s Fellowship
The ladies will meet on Monday, January 13, at 6:00 p.m. in the
parlor. (note day change)
The program is two-fold. Kim Standish will demonstrate some Yoga
and Adrienne Ward will talk about health issues.
Louise Ward and Pam Standish will be your hostesses.
Everyone is welcome at our meetings;
please join us and bring a friend.
The February meeting is scheduled for Monday, the 10th

Free Lunch from the Community Kitchen
East Haven United’s Community Kitchen will serve lunch on Saturdays, January 4th and 18th, to any member of the community wishing to enjoy a free
meal alongside their neighbors. Lunch will be served from 12:00-1:00 p.m. at
Christ and The Epiphany Church, 39 Park Place (on the East Haven Green).
All are welcome. For more info, please call 203-397-6409.

You’re Invited!

Coffee Hour Brunch
and
‘Bring a Friend to Church’ Sunday

1
3
3
5
6
10
10
11
12
16
16
20
25
26
26
26
27
27
28
31

Jennifer Calonico
Eric Izzo (15)
Brittany Torello
Rachel Korwek
Shane Crawford
Sean Landers
Ginny Liebler (98!!)
Carol Culmo
Heidi Manley
June Blossom
David Moon, Jr. (13)
Tracy Candelli
Stephanie Kilburn
Stuart Ennever
Art Longley
Megan Brennan
Michael Bilello (7)
Joan Messina
Kathy LaPia
Lori Feola

FEBRUARY Birthdays

Sunday, February 23, 2020
Enjoy a delicious brunch which will be provided, prepared,
and served by the Boy Scout Troop 401.
BOARD OF GLOBAL OUTREACH
Thank you to everyone who took a tag or two from the Giving Tree in
December. The families and children who are represented by those
tags, provided by East Haven Social Services, had a wonderful Christmas because of the kindness and generosity of Old Stone Church
members and friends. Global Outreach also “adopted” a family with
donations of food and gifts for our neighbors in need. All were
blessed by the compassion and goodwill of our Christion community.
An acknowledgement was received from the East Haven Food Pantry
for the donations that are provided by Old Stone Church on a weekly
basis. To begin 2020, soup, cereal, and macaroni and cheese are the
suggested food items for January. Thank you for your continued generosity.

2
3
4
5
6
7
9
11
18
21
21
28

Joseph Taylor (13)
Ned Taylor
Scott Thomas
Cassidy Warner (6)
Benjamin Gelo (6)
Dale Izzo
River Lynn Gersz (3)
Tom Coon
Jayne Scobie
Alan Suitor, Sr.
Peggy Thomas
Patti Andrews

ANNIVERSARIES
Chuck and Shari Moon
February 14 (34 years)

Loren and Rosemary Evarts

February 15 (34 years)

Old Stone Church
White copy paper yellow card stock
Thank you to Marion Burkard, Hope Ryan, Barbara
Kavanagh, Earl Korngiebel, Dorothy Maturo, Helen Wendt, and Peggy
Thomas for each sponsoring a week to light the candles in the sanctuary
during the holiday season. Special thanks to all who helped out in the
church office during this past year. As always, it’s
appreciated very much!
\
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Thrift Shop
HOURS OF OPERATION
Saturdays
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Volunteers Needed
Just see Roberta, Carole
or Audrey
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

5 10am

WorshipCommunion

6
7pm FBG mtgconf.rm

7

11am 4th Trimester gp-p

Worship
Pulpit Rotation
11:15 Council-p

13
6pm Women’s
Fellowship-p

14

6:45 Tai Chi-p

15

11am 4th Tri12 Bible gp-p
mester gp-p
6:15 Girl Scouts- 6:45 Tai Chi-p
sc/tun

11:15 Thrift Shop
open

19 10am
Worship

11:15 2nd hour
program

20

21

26 10am
Worship

11:15 Deacons
mtg-p
11:15 Thrift Shop
open

22

11am 4th Tri11-11:45 ELC
mester
gp-p
Library days
Martin Luther
6:15
Girl
ScoutsKing, Jr. Day
sc/tun
12 Bible gp-p

Staff & School
11:15 Thrift Shop holiday
open

6:45 Tai Chi-p

28

2

1:15 Mahjong gp
-p
6:30 Childbirth
class-p
6:30 Advanced
coping classclsrm
7pm Choir
7-9pm Boy
Scouts

8 12 Bible gp-p 9

11:15 Thrift Shop
open
7:30pm Boy
Scouts leaders
mtg-sc

12 10am

Thu

29

11am 4th Tri12 Bible gp-p
mester gp-p
6:15 Girl Scouts- 6:45 Tai Chi-p
sc/tun
ELC Parent/
teachers conferences-clsrm

1:15 Mahjong gp
-p
6:30 Childbirth
class-p
7pm Choir
7-9pm Boy
Scouts

16

1:15 Mahjong gp
-p
6:30 Childbirth
class-p
7pm Choir
7-9pm Boy
Scouts

23

Fri
3

Thrift Shop
hours

12 EHU lunch Christ & Epiphany

10

11 10am-3pm

17

18 10am-3pm

Thrift Shop
hours
9:30 Childbirth
class-p

Thrift Shop
hours
9:30 Parenting
class-p

12 EHU lunch Christ & Epiphany

24

7-9pm Boy
Scouts

1:15 Mahjong gp
-p
6:30 Childbirth
class-p
7pm Choir
7-9pm Boy
Scouts

4 10am-3pm
9:30am Infant
safety-p

7pm Choir

30

Sat

25 10am-3pm
Thrift Shop
hours

9:30 Breastfeeding class-p
9:30 Multiples
class-clsrm

31
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1 10am-3pm

Thrift Shop
hours
9:30 Infant safety-p
12 EHU lunch
Christ & Epiphany

2 10am Worship 3
-Communion

7pm FBG mtgconf rm

4 11am 4th trimester gp-p

11:15 Thrift Shop
open
7:30 Boy Scouts
leaders mtg-sc

6:15 Girl Scoutssc/tun

9 10am Worship 10

11

11:15 Council
mtg-p

6pm Women’s
Fellowship-p

11:15 Thrift Shop

16 10am
Worship

17

ANNUAL
MEETING

23 10am

Worship
Boy Scout
Brunch/Bring
a Friend to
Church
11;15 Thrift Shop
open
11:15 Deacons
mtg-p

11am 4th trimester gp-p

5 12 Bible gp-p

7

8 10am-3pm

12 12 Bible gp-p 13

14

15 10am-3pm

6:45 Tai Chi-p

ELC Valentine
parties-clsrm

6:45 Tai Chi-p

6:15 Girl Scoutssc/tun

18

11am 4th trimester gp-p

19

11-11:45 ELC
Library days-p

6:15 Girl Scouts- 12 Bible gp-p
sc/tun
6:45 Tai Chi-p

ELC vacation

ELC vacation

24

25

11am 4th trimester gp-p

26

6

6:30 Breastfeeding class-p
7pm Choir
7-9 Boy Scouts
mtg-sc

6:30 Childbirth
class-p
6:30 Advanced
coping classclsrm
7pm Choir
7-9 Boy Scouts
mtg-sc

20

6:30 Childbirth
class-p

7pm Ash
Wednesday
6:15 Girl Scouts- Service
sc/tun

\

6:30 Childbirth
class-p
7pm Choir
7-9 Boy Scouts
mtg-sc

Thrift Shop
hours
9:30 Parenting
class-p
12 EHU lunch
Christ & Epiphany

21

22 10am-3pm

28

29 10am-3pm

7pm Choir
7-9 Boy Scouts
mtg-sc

27

Thrift Shop
hours
9:30 Childbirth
class-p

Thrift Shop
hours
9:30 Childbirth
class-p

Thrift Shop
hours
9:30 Infant safety class-p

The First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
Old Stone Church
251 Main Street
East Haven, CT 06512

The lighted candle in the
Church Steeple will shine
perpetually as a beacon of
God’s strength. This light
reflects our prayers for
peace, here and abroad.

The First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
Old Stone Church
251 Main Street
East Haven, CT 06512

Church Office 203-467-2907
Church Office Hours:Church
M-F 9:00
a.m. to203-467-2907
12 Noon /1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Office
Summer
Hours:
9:00 a.m.
to 12
Noon
Playschool
M-Fp.m.
8:30 to
a.m.3:30
to 2:30
Office
Hours:
M-F
9:00
a.m. to
12 NoonHours:
and 1:00
p.m.p.m.
Thrift Shop Hours: Tuesdays and Saturdays 10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. & every 2nd & 4th Sunday after
Summer Hours M-F
9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon
church
Fax: 203-467-2907
Ext. 111
Email: oscongregational@snet.net
Website: www.oldstonechurchucc.org

Interim Pastor
Rev. David Colton Ext. 102
Ministers………………...All
Members of this Church
Office Manager
Pastor
Financial
Secretary
Kathy Giannone
Ext.
101
Rev. Karen Gronback Johnson Minister of Helen
Wendt
467-3172
Music
Home
468-0325
Moderator
S. Budd,
PhD.Kilburn 483-1103
Church Office 467-2907 x Jonathan
102
Stephanie
CHURCH STAFF

Secretary
Senior Deacons
Kathy Giannone 467-2907 x101
Sue Clark
467-1252
Early
Learning Center Office
203-467-0661
Interim Organist/Choir
Director
Pam Standish
468-6566
Hours: 7:30
a.m. toDirector
5:15 p.m.
Deborah DeMusis School
x205
Playschool
Christian Educator
Marion
Burkard
Early Learning Center
Office
Hours467-0661 x201
Diane Lewis
468-7395
x103
Assistant
Director
Jennifer Calonico, Director/Kim Oca, Assistant Director
Sexton
Irene Bast
467-0661 x201
8:30
a.m.
to
1:30
p.m.
Louis Staiano
x106
Thrift Shop
Hours
Treasurer
Fax Extension
Linda HargravesSaturdays
467-3396 from 10:00 a.m. to
Call
467-2907
then Ext.
111
3:00
p.m.—ext.
107

afteraccess
Worship
Sundays
Our Sunday service can be seen onand
the local
cable on
Channel
18. Check cable schedule for times.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Deadline for articles, pictures, event notices, etc. is the 15th of each month.
The MARCH HERALD deadline will be Feb. 15th. APRIL HERALD deadline– March 15th.
Notices Our
may be
submitted
by mail,
email,
by dropping
them off
at thecable
churchChannel
office. Thank
Sunday
Service
can
be or
seen
on the local
access
18. you!

Check the cable schedule for times.
Email: oscongregational@snet.net
Website: www.oldstonechurchucceasthaven.org

