
  This issue is given as... 
   A Christmas Memorial  
in memory of Bob Burkard, 

        loving husband, father, and     
     grandfather by his wife, Marion;  
   children Rob (Keng), Dale (Dan),    
 and Kurt (Kate); and grandchildren,     
  Eric, Tanner, Owen, and Kayden. 

       AFTER FAIR SALE & 
ADVENT LUNCHEON 

Sunday, December 1,  
11:15 a.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
DINNER 

Wednesday, December 11  
at 6:00 p.m.  
in the Parlor 

(details inside) 
 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
OF LESSONS & CAROLS  

Sunday, December 15 
7:00 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
HOLIDAY SING-A-LONG 

Friday, December 20  
in the Fellowship Hall 

(late morning)  
 

FAMILY WORSHIP &  
CHILDREN’S   

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Sunday, December 22 
at 10:00 a.m. Worship  

  
CHRISTMAS EVE 

COMMUNION SERVICE 
Tuesday, December 24 

at 5:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Friday, December 27 
1:30 to 6:45 p.m.  

in the Gym     
 

Anyone can be a Herald sponsor-details inside!                                                December 2019 

 
rom the Pastor 

 
From Your Interim Pastor 

 
We wish you a Merry Christmas. We wish you a Merry Christmas. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

T’is the season to hear these words cheerfully proclaimed over the sound 
system of many a store. And Christmas churchgoers hear the story as told 
by Luke, that an angel appeared to the shepherds announcing the birth of 
Jesus. 
 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 

”Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth!” 
 

Why is it that this season of Love, Peace and Joy is the time of year 
when (as therapists well know) many Americans are burdened with           
depression? Surely, there are a number of factors stimulating this spirit of 
gloom. First of all, at the end of December the daylight hours are shortest 
and the long night’s darkness prevails. In addition, we are moving into    
winter, the coldest time of the year. This is particularly a problem season for 
those who have a predisposition for depression, but can impact anyone who 
is facing a major life challenge. Even people who are by nature optimistic 
and positive minded can have a muted “Glory to God” feeling because     
injustice, hate and violence cast a dark shadow over the world. That shadow 
or spiritual burden can weigh us down, not just because of broad social  
problems such as war, racism and poverty, but also by personal concerns 
such as strained family relations, or low self-esteem. 
 

What do we do with the dissonance between joy over the birth of Jesus 
on the one hand, and our broken relations, both within society and perhaps 
within our own families as well as within our souls? In the midst of natural 
disaster and human conflict, Psalm 46 tells us, “Be still, and know that I 
am God!” Taking that call to be still seriously, I have found it most helpful 
in my spiritual journey to practice the discipline of daily quietude. Early in 
the day I sit in a comfortable chair, quiet myself by breathing in the breath of 
God (the Holy Spirit) and breathing out the tensions that burden me. Then I 
meditate on a biblical passage such as Psalm 46. In my hopeful waiting, 
watching and listening I often experience the whispers and nudges of the 
Holy Spirit which give me loving guidance for my continued journey of   
spiritual growth. 

 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 
    Grace and peace be with you, 

       David 

  

   Upcoming Events  



 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, December 1, 11:15 a.m. 

Advent Potluck Luncheon   
 Hosted by the Christian Education Board. Please bring a favorite dish to share and 
 join us for fellowship after worship. There will also be an Advent workshop with 
 supplies provided to create an Advent-themed project. 

Sunday, December 15, 7:00 p.m. 
 Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 
 A beautiful service with readings, and anthems presented by our Minister of     
 Music, Jonathan Budd, and our Choir.  Then join us in the fellowship hall for our 
 traditional Wassail Bowl, hosted by the Ward and Standish families. 

Sunday, December 22, 10:00 a.m.       
 Family Worship and Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 Join us as the children present their traditional Christmas pageant under the      
 direction of Grace Trufan. 

Tuesday, December 24, 5:00 p.m.  
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion.                
 A peaceful and moving service with special music to usher in the birth of Christ! 
 

 
                                                            

 
      
      
     If you would like to help offset the cost of lighting the candles in the  
     sanctuary windows during the holiday season, a suggested donation of $55.00    
     can be made to light the candles for a week in memory of or in honor of a   
     loved one. Just let the church office know. The Sundays open are December 8,              
     December 29, January 5 and January 12.  

  
                                Thank you to Marion Burkard for the weeks of December 1 and December 15. 
         Thank you to Barbara Kavanagh for the week of December 22. 
 
             

 
Note:  After Fair Sale  on Sunday, December 1st. 
 
The “Gifts in a Jar” items sold at the Christmas Fair are still available for  
purchase. Orders may be placed up until Dec. 15.   Gift bags or gift baskets made     

                          upon request.   Choose from a variety of soups, cookies and other mixes, and tea       
                          and coffee mixes.  Just place your order with Louise Ward.                                                                                              
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  Gift Ideas! 

Sanctuary Window Candle-lighting 



 

 

     BOARD OF GLOBAL OUTREACH  
 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the winter Blessing Bags that were assembled in 

November, and to the East Haven Food Pantry food for the Thanksgiving baskets. 

  

The East Haven Food Pantry is always in need of soup during the winter.  Cereal and 

macaroni and cheese will be appreciated when the children have their break from 

school in December.  As always, the Food Pantry is grateful to receive any food  

   donations or monetary gifts.  The Food Pantry provides a three-day emergency  

   supply of food to their clients, the equivalency of $20.00.  None of this would be  

   possible without the generous support of caring people like you.  The Pantry is very 

   appreciative of the food from our wagon that is delivered faithfully every week by  

   Earl Korngiebel.  

 

The Giving Tree will begin in December for children and families in need in our  

community, as provided by the East Haven Social Services department.  Please 

check the Sunday bulletin for specific dates that the tags will be on the Tree in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

   Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a Special 

Mission Offering that UCC congregations have been supporting for over 100 years. 

This special offering is received on the Sunday before Christmas, this year, Decem-

ber 22.  The funds provide direct financial support to those who serve the church 

and are facing financial difficulties.  Active and retired clergy, lay employees and 

their surviving spouses may be eligible for the Small Annuities Supplemental of    

   Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and/or Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks. 

 

 

      
Heifer International  - The Perfect Gift…..Any Time 

 

Just visit heifer.org/AmazingGift any time to order a gift card for any occasion. 

You can send it electronically or print it out to give to someone you love. 

The Sunday School recently collected funds and sent a gift to Heifer International  

in honor of all of our Heritage members! 
 

 

 
A big thank you to Boy Scout Troop 401  

for donating a new upright freezer for the church’s use.   

Very thoughtful!! 
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BOY SCOUT TROOP 401 
 

Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts from Pack and Troop 401 sponsored by Old Stone 

Church, collected 804 food bags from the center of East Haven on Saturday, November 9, 

for the East Haven Food Pantry, The program is called Scouting for Food which Troop 401 

has been a part of for over 30 years.  This year’s total number of bags was one of the high-

est donations from our neighbors.  The scouts helped stock the shelves at the Food Pantry 

and filled many boxes for the Thanksgiving bags and into the winter months.   
                        

               
 

          
White copy paper, ivory or cream copy paper, yellow card stock, post-its  
 
Thank you to all who help behind the scenes — from helping out in the office to taking care of 

things around the church, it’s noticed Thank you to Marion Burkard for sponsoring this month’s issue, to 

Louise Ward for miscellaneous office supplies, and to Ginny Liebler for postage funds.                     

          

Sponsor a Herald!  Individuals, families or even groups of individuals may “sponsor” a monthly Herald in 
memory of or in honor of a loved one or special event.  Even though we are now sending the Herald online, 
there are homebound members or members without internet service that receive the Herald through the 
mail.  So there is still a postage and paper cost. A suggested donation is $30.00.  Thank you!  
 
   

 
Heritage  Sunday—November 3, 2019  
 
The following 50+ year members were honored during worship followed by a recep-

tion in the fellowship hall. The Sunday School children held a collection for Heifer Interna-
tional and sent their donation in honor of the Heritage members. 
 
  

            1947 Arthur Briggs, Jr. 
 1948 Marilyn Jaqua 
 1949 Shirley Battista 
  Barbara (Babs) Roberts 
          1950 Janice Baldino 
  Mary Johns  
          1951 John Young 
 1954 Marion Burkard  
 1956 Violet (Vidy) Scobie 
  Linda Whittaker 
 1958 Hope Ryan   
          1959 Barbara Kavanagh 

1959  Virginia (Ginny Liebler) 
           Helen Wendt 
1960 Robert Hasse 
1961 Elaine Carr 
1962   Helen Selmquist 
           Genevieve Stevens 
1963 Dorothy (Dord) B. Feld 
1964 Caryljean Andrews 
1965 John Zyrlis, Jr. 
1968 Joan Sayers 
 Bruce Scobie 
 Don and Peggy Thomas 
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                           ANNUAL REPORT TIME!!! 
 

    The Annual Report needs to be ready for distribution by Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020 
              one week before the ANNUAL MEETING on February 16, 2020. 

                Ideally, reports should be in by the first week in January or before.    
                                     Thank You in advance for your prompt attention!!  
  
Reports  included in the Annual Report: 
      Attendance Figures 
      Boy Scouts 
 Clerk Statistics/Report 
 Coffee Hour 
 Deacon’s Board 
 Early Learning Center 
 Flower Committee 
  
       
Financial Reports:    Deacons Fund,  ELC Account, Thrift Shop, Thrift Shop Diverted Funds,  
           Treasurer’s Reports, Assets/Liabilities/Auditor, Proposed Church Budget 

                              

F r o m  Y o u r  F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  

The Stewardship “Soup Sunday” was again a great success. A big thank you to all who donated delicious 
soups and thanks to those who have turned in their pledge cards. For those of you who have not, it is not 
too late to send in your pledge card for 2020. If you need a pledge card, you can use the one below or if you 
would like another one mailed to you, please call the church office at 203-467-2907  or Helen Wendt at 203-
467-3172. This will ensure we have up-to-date email and mailing information for your quarterly statement. 
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 Interim Pastor 
 Parlor/Chapel Committee 
 Stewardship Committee 
 Christian Education/Sunday School 
 Thrift Shop 
 Women’s Fellowship 

Gift & Memorial Committee 
Global Outreach Board 
Finance, Bldgs, & Grounds Board 
Minister of Music 
Moderator 
Nominating Committee 

Due Soon 

THE WAY—“I AM THE WAY…”                                                                                   
In appreciation for God’s love and in thanksgiving for all the gifts He has given,                         

I/We pledge the following in suppor t of the ministr ies of Old Stone Church for  2020:  

  
     I/We will make the following pledge (most effective for  church budget purposes) 

 
 $__________           Per week          Per month           Per year 
 
 8% will automatically be directed to the missions of the church 

  
        Would you like offering envelopes?         Yes          No 
  
     Cannot commit to a specific amount, but will contribute as money becomes available. 
  
     I/We will volunteer time and talents and/or pray for the Old Stone Church. 

  
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.”     -- 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NRSV) 
  

 Name(s):__________________________   Address:_________________________________ 

 Email:____________________________   Phone:___________________________________ 
 

 

 For Your Records: 2020 

  Pledged $__________            
to the general budget and       
benevolence. 

  Will contribute as money 
becomes available. 

 Will volunteer time and    
talents and/or pray for the Old 
Stone Church. 



 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
The Thanksgiving holiday was the focus of many lessons and projects last month. With the emphasis on 
family, friends, cooperation and good will, the faculty incorporated this everyday message throughout their 
curriculum.   The hallways were decorated with thankful wreaths and turkeys and a large mural depicting 
turkeys made using different shapes. But the most exciting activity of the month was our traditional 
Thanksgiving Feast with chicken nuggets, corn, mashed potatoes and all the fixings. Parents joined us  
after the feast for our Thanksgiving sing-a-long. 
 

From now until Christmas, we will be very busy at the E.LC. with many Holiday projects and events that 
all of our wonderful teachers have planned for all the children.  With the help of their teachers, the children 
will be making a special Christmas gift for their parents.  In anticipation of Christmas, the teachers will 
make a very creative Advent calendar with the children that they can do at home with their families to 
count down the days to Christmas.  We are also looking forward to the Christmas Carol Sing-A-Longs, 
and Parties that will be held on Friday, December 20th.  The children’s eyes will light up when Santa makes 
his surprise visit to The Early Learning Center.  All are welcomed so please stop by. 
 
We will also continue our tradition of making ornaments for the “Christmas Tree” for the East Haven Fire 
Department’s Giving Tree, serving children in need for the holidays.    
  
Ms. Sascha will make her monthly visit with her puppet friends and will read some special Christmas     
stories and play some Christmas songs for the children to sing.   
 
We were pleased to have a room at the Holiday Fair this past month.  We sold magic reindeer food and bag 
of used books, and there was a free crafts table where the children could make a Christmas ornament to 
bring home.  We participated in Chili’s “Give Back Night” with the Old Stone Village Childcare.  All     
proceeds will go towards buying supplies for the school.   The Early Learning Center received several    
donations this past month.  The school had set a goal to buy a new play-set for our playground outside.  
We raised some money from a tag sale we had at the beginning of the school year but it wasn’t enough to 
buy our play-set.  I am delighted to say we received a very generous donation from an anonymous donor to 
help us buy the play-set.   It has been ordered had should be here by early December. Also we received   
donations from Mayor Joseph Maturo of rulers and pens and Ms. Sascha donated a huge amount of craft 
supplies.   The E.L.C. Faculty would like to give a BIG THANK YOU to everyone for their donations! 
   
 

 HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL FROM THE EARLY LEARNING CENTER FACULTY 
 Jennifer Calonico, Director and Kim Oca, Assistant Director 

 
Mark your Calendar 

Friday, December 20th – Christmas Sing-a-Long 
Christmas Vacation – December 23rd to January 1 

School will reopen on January 2nd 
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Early Learning Center News                                  



 

 

Old Stone  Vi l lage  News  
A wise person once said, “There is always something to be thankful for.” At Old Stone Village we     

couldn’t agree more. We’ve been operating for a little over two months now, and are extremely thankful for our 
families, staff, and surrounding village. Last month we’ve welcomed several new families into our village     
bringing our total up to twenty- three families. We continue to be thankful to the church community for supporting 
our efforts in all we do. We concluded our Butter Braids Fundraiser where we were able to surpass our goal and 
raise $1,114. This money will be used to aid in refurbishing our infant buggy stroller, and to enhance our          
curriculum.  We also enjoyed working alongside the church community at the Old Stone Church Christmas Fair. 
We set up a Christmas Carnival equipped with games, face paint, sand art ornaments., and our own toddler Winter 
Wonderland.  Through this event we were able to raise $122.  
 
Curriculum Corner  

Throughout the month of November our villagers focused on what is means to be thankful, and things we 
are thankful for. We started the month of November focusing on our community helpers. Villagers created a craft 
for our local fire department, became mail carriers, and created tall towers as construction workers. We celebrated 
Veteran’s Day by being thankful for our veterans, our country, and our own individual cultures. Our villagers sang 
and danced to various patriotic songs, created Veteran’s Flags, and worked on a culture wreath which depicted all 
cultures in our classrooms.  

The last two weeks of November, villagers  learned about how the First Thanksgiving  was celebrated. 
They created mini Mayflowers and then sailed them in our “ocean.” Our villagers took the roles of pilgrims as 
they completed various chores including building log cabins, fishing, and cleaning. Our children also took the 
roles of Native Americans . They created a tee-pee structure, made fruit loop jewelry, and beat drums. We       
concluded our Thanksgiving unit with a family feast in our toddler room, and a pureed Thanksgiving in our infant 
room. We are excited to celebrate the upcoming holidays in our village and we wish you and your family a happy, 
healthy, holiday season.  
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    The Women’s Fellowship  
 

Please join the ladies in fellowship as they hold a  
“Cookie Swap” on Wednesday, December 11,  

at 6:00 p.m. in the parlor.  
If each lady would bring 5 dozen cookies to taste and share,  
everyone can have a sampling of cookies to enjoy at home.  

Please let Heidi, Patti, or Helen know if you will be coming. 
Make a note:  No meetings in January or February. 

They will resume again in March. 
                                   
                                     

 To My Church Family... 
 

   I wish you all a Merry Christmas  
  and very happy and healthy New Year! 
                   Sincerely, Barbara Kavanagh 

 
 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
  

       Friday, December 27, 2019   

           1:30 to 6:45 p.m. in the fellowship hall 

            To make an appointment, please call  

           1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)  

             or visit redcrossblood.org and enter:  

         East Haven to schedule an appointment. 
 

 

Free Lunch from the Community Kitchen 
 

East Haven United’s Community Kitchen will serve lunch on 
Saturdays, December 7th and 21st, to any member of the com-
munity wishing to enjoy a free meal alongside their neighbors. 
Lunch will be served from 12:00-1:00 p.m. at Christ and The 
Epiphany Church, 39 Park Place (on the East Haven Green). All 
are welcome. For more info, please call 203-397-6409.   
 
 
 

The Christmas Fair  
was a great success.  Total profit so far is $8,700.00.   

 Looking forward to the After Fair Sale  
to add to that amount. 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS this 
month! 

    4   Laura Silva 
    7   Lauren Bilello 
    7   Lauren Warner 
  13   Amy Trufan 
  15   Anthony Trufan 
  18   David Thomas 
  19   James Battista, Jr. 
  21   Joan West 
  23   Virginia McLay 
  24   Paul Pochodowicz 
  27   John Cacace IV 
  28   Shirley Simm 
  30   Pauline Suitor 

 
 

 
 
 
Kara and Gino DelGuidice 

December 2 (24 years) 
 

Kristen and Kevin Vineyard  
December 4 (26 years) 

 
Leslie and Rich Tropiano  

December 28 (12 years) 

  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

If we don’t have your special 

day listed, please let us know! 

 

 

PLEAES NOTE:   The JAN/FEB   
HERALD deadline will be Dec. 8th.   

 

 

Old Stone Church 

Thrift Shop 
HOURS OF OPERATION 

Saturdays 

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

 

If you can spare a few hours a 

week, the shop could use your 

help! Either working in the Shop 

on Saturdays or sorting  

donations during the week.   

Any help you can give would be  

appreciated! 
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December 2019 

 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 10am Worship
-Communion 
11:15am Advent 
Potluck lunch 
11:15 After Fair 
Sale 
11:15 Thrift 
Shop open 
1-6pm Ft Hale 
meeting-p 
 

2 
 
7pm FBG mtg-
conf rm 
 
7:30pm Boy 
Scouts leaders 
mtg-sc 

3 
11am 4th tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15 Girl Scouts-
sc/tun 

4  
12 Bible gp-p 
 
6:45 pm 
Tai Chi-p 

5 
 
 
6:30 Childbirth 
class-p 
 
7pm Choir reh 
 
7-9 Boy Scouts-
sc/tun 

6 7 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
9:30am Child-
birth class-p 
2-5pm Friends 
of Hagaman tea 
party-p 
 
12-1pm EHU 
lunch-Christ & 
Epiphany 

8  
10am Worship 
 
11:15 Council 
mtg-p 
 
11:15 Thrift 
Shop open 

9 10  
11am 4th tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15 Girl Scouts-
sc/tun 

11 
12 Bible gp-p 
 
6pm Women’s 
Fellowship-p 
 
6:45 pm 
Tai Chi-clsrm 

12 
1:15 Mahjong-p 

 
7pm Choir reh 
 
7-9 Boy Scouts-
sc/tun 

13 
 
6:30-9pm Cub 
Scouts Christ-
mas party-fh 

14 9am  
Sanctuary 
decorating 
 
10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
9:30am Parent-
ing class-p 

15  
10am Worship 
11:15 Thrift 
Shop open 
 
 
 
7pm Candle-
light Service 
of Lessons & 
Carols 

16 17 
11am 4th tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15 Girl Scouts-
sc/tun 

18 
11-11:45am ELC 
Library days-p 
 
12 Bible gp-p 
 
6:45 pm 
Tai Chi-p 

19 
1:15 Mahjong-p 

 
6:30 Childbirth 
class-p 
 
7pm Choir reh 
 
7-9 Boy Scouts-
sc/tun 

20 
 
ELC Christmas 
sing-a-long-fh 
 

21 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
9:30am Infant 
safety class-p 
4-10pm Butler 
Christmas party
-fh 
 
12-1pm EHU 
lunch-Christ & 
Epiphany 

22  
10am Worship 
with Children’s 
Christmas  
Pageant 
11:15 Deacons 
mtg-p 
11:15 Thrift 
Shop open 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELC school 
vacation 

24  5pm 
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 
Communion 
Service 

 
 

ELC school 
vacation 

25 
Merry 
Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
ELC school 
vacation 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELC school 
vacation 

27 
1:30-6:45 Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive-fh 
 
 
 
 
ELC school 
vacation 

28 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
 
9:30am Breast-
feeding class-p 

29  
10am Worship 
 
11:15 Thrift 
Shop open 

30 
 
 
 
 
ELC school 
vacation 

31 
 
 
 
 
ELC school 
vacation 

    



 
  

Our Sunday Service can be seen on the local access cable Channel 18.   
Check the cable schedule for times. 

Email:  oscongregational@snet.net         Website: www.oldstonechurchucceasthaven.org 
          

       Church Office  203-467-2907   
Office Hours:  M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.    

Summer Hours M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon 
Fax:  203-467-2907  Ext. 111 

Early Learning Center Office 203-467-0661 
School Hours:  7:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. 

Early Learning Center Office Hours 
Jennifer Calonico, Director/Kim Oca, Assistant Director 

8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Thrift Shop Hours   

Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.—ext. 107 
and after Worship on Sundays 

 
Interim Pastor 

Rev. David Colton  Ext. 102 
Office Manager     

Kathy Giannone   Ext. 101 

Minister of Music 

Jonathan S. Budd, PhD. 

 

The lighted candle in the 

Church Steeple will shine 

perpetually as a beacon of 

God’s strength.  This light 

reflects our prayers for 

peace, here and abroad. 

 

               The First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

Old Stone Church 
251 Main Street 

East Haven, CT 06512 


