
 

 

  
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.   .   .   .   Even though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil 
 for you are with me.    .   .   . 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 
These words from Psalm 23 have given great comfort to countless 
generations of believers. However, many people suffer the effects of 
hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, famine, floods, wildfires, poverty, 
homelessness, racism and the horrific devastation of war. And now the 
Coronavirus Disease is at our door. Despite the poetic beauty of the 
23rd Psalm, those words do not magically deliver us from fear and   
anxiety. What then are we to do? 
 
I am just a normal human being with very limited knowledge, ability, 
or power to attack such a pestilence. However, I remember the    
promise of Jesus, “Whenever two or three of you are gathered in 
my name I am with you!” But how can that help us if we can no  
longer gather in our sanctuary? Well, since we live in the 21st century, 
we have opportunities to “gather” that earlier generations did not have 
- by phone and online. Even though we may need to limit face-to-face 
contact with one another for some time, I want you to feel free to talk 
with me as you need,  
   either by phone at 203-245-3463, 
   or online at DaMarColton@gmail.com. 
I will do my best to respond to your individual concerns and requests. 
In addition, I hope to stay in touch with you all as a family of faith 
through timely email blasts. 
 
How will all this work? I have never done anything like this before, so 
only time will tell. In circumstances like this we need to be creative 
and hopeful. Remember… 
 
God loves us all absolutely, unconditionally and eternally, which 
does not mean that God loves everything we think, say, or do, but 
God always loves us! Amen?  Amen! 
 

                                         Grace and peace be with you,    David 
 
        

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

 

Please take note that Sunday      

Worship and the following services 

and events are temporarily  

suspended until such time as  

circumstances change.  We will  

provide updates as they become 

available. We will keep in touch via 

emails, website, and phone. 

Please share this information with 

our homebound members  

and friends. 

Stay safe and blessings to all! 

 
 
 

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP 

April 5 at 10:00 a.m.  
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY   

SERVICE 

April 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 

April 10 

Sanctuary open from 12 Noon to 

3:00 p.m. for prayer 

 
 

EASTER SUNDAY  

FAMILY WORSHIP 

April 12 

Breakfast and Flowering  

of the Cross at 9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  

RUMMAGE SALE 

Thursday, April 16, 6-8 p.m. 

Saturday, April 18,  

9am –12 Noon 
 
 
 

 

From your Interim Pastor 

                                                      April 2020 
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Minute Meditation, #2         Sunday, March 22, 2020 
 
 
It is completely normal to have swings of mood, sometimes being hopeful and          
lighthearted and at other times being downcast. Some people experience relatively mild 
mood swings, perhaps with a greater tendency to be upbeat than to be down in the 
dumps. Others are more frequently inclined to see life as cloudy with the sun breaking 
through only occasionally. Then there are those who have extreme mood swings,     
sometimes being euphoric and other times being deeply depressed. Sadly, some poor 
souls struggle with clinical depression, at times paralyzed with a profound sense of  
hopelessness and helplessness. There is so much more that can be said about the range of 
human emotions, but I think this list is sufficient to make clear that the type and intensity 
of feelings we experience varies greatly from person to person. That is true on a 
“normal” day, but this Coronavirus pandemic is not normal for us.  Can the words of the 
psalmist help us at a time like this? 
 
 

   Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? 
 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God. 
                         Psalm 43:5 
 

Concerns about this insidious pestilence are not easily cast aside by simply saying “Hope 
in God!” 
 
In the ancient world of the psalmist no one had any knowledge of infectious viruses. 
However, God has given us inquisitive minds. As a result, medical science has made 
amazing discoveries about health and healing that the people of biblical times had no 
way of knowing. Therefore, as I see it, God has given us hope through the guidance and 
ministry of competent medical professionals. For that reason, it is wise to follow their 
guidelines of distancing and cleanliness. 
 
Even if you practice distancing and cleanliness you may still find that your soul is       
disquieted within you because of this pandemic. Or, your soul may be cast down for    
other personal reasons. Whatever the reason, if you are feeling burdened, I am here for 
you and I care deeply about you. Perhaps I can help you discover how to be open to the 
loving, healing whispers and nudges of God’s Holy Spirit. Since we must practice       
distancing for now, please call me at 203-245-3463. If I am not available when you call, 
leave your name and phone number and I will get back to you. Remember, God loves 
you.   Hope in God! 
 

Pastor David 
         



 

 

 
Per Capita Being a church within the United Church of Christ denotes paying our PER CAPITA 
dues. We are asked to pay $10 per member of the church. In addition, we are asked to pay Per Capita 
dues to the New Haven East Consociation. This year the Per Capita is $3 per member. It will help our       

finances if each member could pay their own $13. Just label your donation Per Capita and the  money will 
go directly to pay your member dues.         Blessings and Gratitude, Your Finance, Buildings, and Grounds Board 
      

Memorials/Donations 
March 15th Bulletin 
A Gift to the Building Preservation Fund… 
 In loving memory of my grandmother, Mary Griffiths’ birthday March 12, and in loving memory of my 
 dad, Kenneth Griffiths’ birthday March 21.  Love Barbara Kavanagh 
 
Sanctuary Window Candles  
  The Sanctuary window candles are still being lit each week as a message to all that we are a strong commu-
nity of faith and that our light shines for everyone during this difficult time.  If you would like, you can still request 
a week—April 26, May 3, 17, 24 and 31.  You can mail your donation of $55.00 to the church with your request.  
 
Week of March 15th 
 In loving memory of Doris, George, and Curtis Willmott by the Standish Family. 
Week of March 22nd 
 In honor of Kathy Giannone for her hard work and dedication to Old Stone Church from Sue Clark.  
 (Thanks, Sue!) 
Week of March 29th 
 In honor of Linda’s mother, Ruth Anderson, who will celebrate her 96th birthday on March 31st from 
 Tom and Linda Collopy. 
Week of April 5th  
 In memory of Ed and Irene Bast from Ed and Carrie Bast and family.  
Week of April 12th 
 In memory of our parents, Frank and Eleanor Lecza and Henry and Dorothy Butler from Judy and  
 Henry Butler. 
Week of April 19th 
 In loving memory of my parents, Kenneth and Genevieve Griffiths’ anniversary on April 18th, and in  
 loving memory of my husband Eddie’s parents, Thomas and Josephine Kavanagh’s anniversary on  
 April 24th.  Love Barbara Kavanagh  
 

Important Message 

Thomas Paine once said “These are the times that try men’s souls.” He was trying to encourage people to begin the war 
for independence. We now find ourselves in the midst of a very different kind of war. Though our beloved church is not 
operating as usual, that doesn’t stop the bills from coming. Please consider mailing your pledge so that we can survive  
the current siege. Blessings to all of you in these trying times.                         ...Board of Finance, Buildings, and Grounds 

 
         All donations are appreciated!  Thank you to Louise Ward for the carton of copy paper. 

 

 

Mother’s Day Breakfast  (We will keep you updated as information becomes available.) 
 
                       May 10th—8:30 a.m. Breakfast followed by our regular service at 10:00 a.m. 
                All men, women, and children are invited. — $10 for adults/ $5.00 for children.   
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I am writing this article from home because the Early Learning Center has closed because of COVID-19.  
We are scheduled to open March 30th, hopefully.  The ELC teachers have taken a proactive approach and 
some teachers have cleaned and disinfected all the rooms.  Thank You, Teachers!  
 
Once again our creative staff has planned another month of fun activities and learning experiences.  It 
seems like a perfect time to discuss nature and all its beauty, especially when Earth Day is April 22nd.  The 
children will grow plants, do flower artwork, and enjoy the playground as well. The Easter Party is 
planned for April 8th. The children will enjoy egg coloring, an egg hunt and a special visit from the Easter 
Bunny. 
 
We have our Lending Library up and running thanks to our teacher Samantha Parlato.  It is located in the 
hallway across from the door to Fellowship Hall.  All children are welcome to use it; just sign out a book 
and return it when you’re done, it’s that easy!  
 
Each Year the National Association of the Education of Young Children sponsors “The Week of the 
Young Child” which is celebrated during the month of April.  The Children will be receiving their own 
book from the town’s Readiness Council which also hosts their annual “Children’s Festival” in April at 
Overbrook School.   
 
Stay tuned for more information about our May 8th Bingo Night fundraiser, we are hoping and praying we 
don’t have to cancel.  
 
Our Summer Enrichment Program is accepting applications for children 3-8 yrs. old.  The Fall Program 
has open registration as well for 3-5 yrs.  As always, we thank you for passing on the word and endorse-
ment.  We are very proud of our program. 

 
 
          Thank you and stay safe 

                                  Jennifer Calonico, Director and Kim Oca, Asst. Director 
 

                        
                             

  OSC Early Learning Center        
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Old Stone Village 

 
Another month has passed at Old Stone Village and we love watching the changes in our little 

loves! Spring is coming and we couldn't be more excited or ready! The warm weather has allowed our 
children to spend a good amount of time outside enjoying the fresh air and playing in our beautiful  
little play area already! We also enjoyed strolling around the block with our buggy and seeing the sites 
around town! March was a fun month learning all about Dr. Seuss and reading lots of books full of fun 
stories! We concluded our month with an exciting St. Patrick's Day celebration, trying to catch a     
leprechaun, and a traditional GREEN breakfast! 

 
April is going to bring Springtime celebrations into full swing! We will celebrate Easter with 

an Easter Egg hunt outside in our play area and a visit from the Easter bunny himself. Earth Day will 
bring so many fun outside activities including working on our garden and beautifying our school. Our 
toddlers will be cleaning up by raking the leaves away, planting flowers and even planting a new tree! 
We will learn about the changes Spring brings with the Earth from plants and trees to butterflies and 
birds! We hope that some of the April showers will hold off so we can get all our planting done and we 
can patiently await to see how all our hard work will bloom in the coming month! 
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Please let the church office know if 
there are any omissions or  

corrections. Thank You! 
 

April Birthdays 

   1   Garguilo, Pat 

   4   Evarts, Loren 

   6   Moon, Cameron (11)  

   7   Gersz, Peter   

   8   Jaqua, Marilyn 

10   Gersz, Mattie (8) 

10   Howard, Jordan (22) 

14    DelGuidice, Jake (24) 

16   Zyrlis, John, Jr. 

19   Coon, Dawn 

20   Gersz, Brody (5) 

20    McLay, Petra (18) 

20   Taylor, Alec 

20   Walker, Bruce 

21   Steeves, John 

22    Mallory, Kathy   

30   Shute, Dianne 

   

 
Wedding Anniversaries 
 

 

Kathy and Robert Mallory 

Happy 41st!  April  7  
 

Milestone!!!  

Elaine and John Carr 

Happy 50th!  April 18 
 

Bruce and Jayne Scobie 

Happy 41st!  April 28 
 

 

                    Women’s Fellowship Rummage Sale 
   Below are the scheduled dates  

     but this may change.  We will keep you informed. 
  
                    Thursday  April 16   6-8pm           

  Saturday  April 18   9am to 12 Noon 

                     

East Haven United Community Lunch 
The twice a month free lunches at Christ & The Epiphany Church,  
39 Park Place (on the East Haven Green) are postponed until at 

least April 12.  Then the situation will be re-evaluated. 
  For more info, call 203-397-6409. 

                

Old Stone Church 

Thrift Shop 
Closed until further notice 

 

Saturdays 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

And Sundays after worship upon request 

Stop in for great bargains  

all the time! 
 

We will keep you updated about our Winter Clearance 

Sale as soon as we can. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Prayers/Thinking of You 
 
Caryljean Andrews 
 661 Silver Sands Road, A1, East Haven, CT 06512 
 
Janice Baldino 
 25 Gordon Street, East Haven, CT 06512 
 
Sue Bauer 
 Laurel Woods, 209A, 451 N. High St., East Haven CT 06512 
 
Barbara Cole 
 67 Hemingway Ave., East Haven, CT 06512 
 
Tom Collopy 
 441 S. W. Jefferson Circle, Pt. St. Lucie, FL 34986 
 (Prayers for his sister, Nancy, who is in Hospice Care) 
 
Carole Landers 
 287 Grannis St., East Haven, CT 06512 
  
Bill and Joan Messina 
 27 Marie Drive, East Haven, CT 06512 
 (Prayers for the family; daughter Joan Candelora passed away) 
 
Michael Provencal 
 139 Charter Oak Ave., East Haven, CT 06512 
 
Babs Roberts 
 32 Bartlett Road, East Haven, CT 06512 
 
Elton Roberts 
 59 Marjorie Drive, North Branford, CT 06471 
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In Memoriam 
Joe Fanucci 

 
March 30, 1934-March 10, 2020 

 
A Memorial Service is scheduled 
at Old Stone Church for June 6th 

at 12 Noon with a reception to 
follow in the fellowship hall. 

 
Cards may be sent to: 

1200 Town Center Dr., Unit 508, 
Jupiter, FL 33458 
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 Confirmation Class Schedule 2005-2006 

 

 

January 8, 2006 God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit   CM 
 
January 22, 2006  Bible 101        C 
 
February 17-18  Worship Retreat      C 

    7:00 Friday evening to Noon on Saturday 
 
February 19  Lead Worship Service     C 

    Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
March 1   Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m.   C 
 
March 12   Sacrament       CM 
 
March 19   UCC         C 
 
April 2   Old Stone Church      C 
 
April 13 or 14  Maundy Thursday or Good Friday   C 
 
April 23   Death and Dying      CM 
 
May 7   Gifts and Talents, rubric for paper   PCM 
 
May 28   Papers due       PCM 
 
June 3   Confirmation rehearsal 10:00 a.m.   C 
 
June 3   Confirmation Dinner 6:00 p.m.   PCM 
 
June 4   Confirmation       PCM 

 

 

All meetings will take place from 4:00 to 5:30 in the church parlor, un-

less otherwise specified.  Youth Group is from 6:30 to 8:00, and is con-

sidered to be a part of the Confirmation requirements.  Let us discuss 

supper options (a parent or mentor may wish to provide supper be-

tween class and Youth Group). 

 

  C—Confirmand P—Parent M—Mentor 
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Please keep in mind that events on the calendar are subject to change or may be cancelled. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-p 

2 
 
6:30 Childbirth 
class-p 
 
7-9 Boy Scouts-
sc/tun 

3 
 
6-9 pm  
Military Whist
-h 
 

4 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
 
9:30 Childbirth 
class-p 

5 10am Worship
-Communion 
 
Palm Sunday 

6 
7pm FBG mtg-
conf rm 
 
7:30 Boy Scouts 
leaders mtg-sc 
 
 
 

7 11am 4th tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15 Girl Scouts 
mtg-sc 
 
 
 

 
 

8 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-p 

 
 
 
 

9 
7pm  
Maundy 
Thursday  
Service 

 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
Sanctuary 
open from  
12-3pm 
 
School & office 
closed 

11 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
 
 
 

12  
9am breakfast 
and flowering of 
cross 
10am Worship 
Easter Sunday 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELC Spring 
break 

14 
11am 4th tri-
mester gp-p 
 
 
Rummage Sale 
set up 
 
 
ELC Spring 
break 

15 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-p 

 
 
Rummage Sale 
set up 
 
 
ELC Spring 
break 

16  5-8pm  
Rummage Sale 
 
6:30 Childbirth 
class-p 
7-9 Boy Scouts-
sc/tun 
 
 
ELC Spring 
break 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELC Spring 
break 

18 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours  
9:30 Infant  
safety class-p  
9am-12Noon 
Rummage Sale  
EHU lunch @ 
Christ &  
Epiphany 

19  
10am Worship 
11:15 Council mtg
-p 
 
11:45 2nd hour 
Faith Formation 
gp 

20 21 
11am 4th tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15 Girl Scouts 
mtg-sc 

22 
11am ELC  
Library day-p 
 
6:30-9:00  
Linda H’s group-
p 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-
clsrm 

23 
 
6:30 Childbirth 
class-p 
 
7-9 Boy Scouts-
sc/tun 

24 25 10am-3pm 
Thrift Shop 
hours 
 
9:30 Parenting 
class-p 
 
Meet & Greet 
Potluck –h
(evening) 

26  
10am worship 
11:15 Special 
Cong’l meeting
-s 
 
1pm Ramirez 
party-h 
 

27 28 
11am 4th tri-
mester gp-p 
 
6:15 Girl Scouts 
mtg-sc 

29 
 
6:45 Tai Chi-p 

30 
 
6:30 Breastfeed-
ing  class-p 
 
7-9 Boy Scouts-
sc/tun 

  



 

 
  

 

    
 

Church Office  203-467-2907   
Office Hours:  M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.    

Summer Hours M-F 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon 
Fax:  203-467-2907  Ext. 111 

Interim Pastor 
Rev. David Colton  Ext. 102 

Office Manager     

Kathy Giannone   Ext. 101 

Minister of Music 

Jonathan S. Budd, PhD. 

 
Early Learning Center Office 203-467-0661 

School Hours:  7:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. 
Early Learning Center Office Hours 

8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Jennifer Calonico, Director/Kim Oca, Assistant Director 

Thrift Shop Hours   
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.—ext. 107 

and after Worship on Sundays by request 
 
 

Our Sunday Service can be seen on the local access cable Channel 18.   
Check the cable schedule for times. 

Email:  oscongregational@snet.net         Website: www.oldstonechurchucceasthaven.org 
The deadline for Herald articles is the 10th of each month unless otherwise noted. 

The lighted candle in the 

Church Steeple will shine 

perpetually as a beacon of 

God’s strength.  This light 

reflects our prayers for 

peace, here and abroad. 

 

               The First Congregational Church of East Haven, Inc. 
United Church of Christ 

Old Stone Church 
251 Main Street 

East Haven, CT 06512 


